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Ti;i; .■iMoiiizin.i^ bill inspirin- Mrut^ok- n\ lUv 
|;u'ssc'(l a,i^.-iinst llie (jjjpix'.^sdrs is as old ;,s huinan 
I,i,ioiy. Jt is as hnital and tragic, as hiiniaii and 
,„;i!.iii(iccMit. as life itself. It is a struf^-Ic in wind) 
;,i,(| ihroug-li uhieh nian"s finest instincts ha\c Ikcii 
.■xpiTssod, have tried to break the shackk-s imposed 
litV In oppression and inequality. 
All i!iinii,i:h history there are the scars u\ tin's f-rcai 
,,,i,^-lo. They arc proletarian scars, tran.-.h,-urc'd hv 
eauty of aspiration. In one form or another the 
% flared up, and was beaten down. Ahvavs 
down— the cross and the prison, the rack, the 
^id the .t^allows bein.t^ the answer of tlu di^jMes.- 
the rebels. .Always beaten down — bni ai !s;;i ■ 
pire new struggles, again arouse ilu- inasM^ 
Ion, to teach the new rebels tin- more elVeciixe 
of struggle. The early Christian Comnmn- 
ushed by the unity of feudal church and .Mai./, 
|ie ideologic inspiration of the Communis! uimn , 
3f the mi(Ulle ages. The great Spartacus. iiu^ 
' but human, a slave who towered infmiiel) 
lis masters, lives again in our day in the rev- 
ary movement ( iermany— 1 1^- .Spar!;u ;ui-- 
[De.spi.scd but uncoiujuerable, overwhelmed bm nTe>^- 
|stihle. the rebel-slaves struggle, and each new stru-- 
jlc inspires the future and is born a'^ain. 

The Paris Commune was cruslied. en- ,!euT.. I'.ui 
it (lid not die. It is alive in our day. active ;-;d ipipla,-. 
able. The. Commune ! The Communist-^ .' T1h \ -v 
the terror of the bourgeois reaction. Th. Conn^.iuue 
^•ontmls m Rnssia-^that terrible mvsterv to the e-.,- 
rre>sors. riiat flaming star of hope to the oppressed. 
Nie Communists are shaking the Government of tlie 
1 eoplc's Butchery in C^-rmanv, and the work! of Cap- 
■|ali.sni umte.. against the Communists. The Com- 
The Communists' I-verywhere ll^ev are the 
;lsp.ratK.n u, (he proletarian revolution: evers where 
fJC} ^--e die rallying cry of the ntost resohite eiemeni. 

"ic >ociali.st j^roletariat. 
^ I'aris Commune was crushed. It was the rev- 
J !"-"letarian ma.sses again.st class masierv : it 

■icUcT ''Ty ^° ^'^"^'^^'^ nonapartisni for 

g''^^^-^^ ^^^^ conquest oi prns.-r U .he proK.ar.a, 
■«|Uiallenged equally Thiers and I :,sn^'nvk--bonr..v ' 
? '•'•anceand Junker Prussia. The Con,nun-,e u^^ ' 
P;'nvng to realise life, its majestv and nu-,ola. i 
^-"-nplete the struggle of the ages. ,o end 
And Thiers and Pismarck, bour^uns 
J^"iker Prussia, united against this n.en.ao- 
p enemies became allies agaius, the rrv- 
^ l""<'I^'tariat and conmumism. .\re not ilu 
jenenucs ..f yesterday an indivisible unitv to- 
P> 'I"-' ( omnnme in Russia, against thJ de- 
*-'"iinume in (iermany? 

p "-'Ric struggh-. '1-h,. Connmmards niel 
r "iHr bod-e. and Ma.va.nu, w,.h a 

"^''hohs of iron were .answered uiil, the 
j ^ "f proletarian ct,nra-r ;,nd the revoln- 
P'- lM.iate<l, M.irved, oveiwhehned, the 
pt on against Tluer. .and i;,.sn,;nvk ph^.u 
f-*'^ "H' world spirnu.allv There uere no 
^^""H'n. (here were no elnldrm 
, avails were conMuered, the 

^'^^ '"•I'l the streets; conquered oil ,1,. 

^•••'^■h honse loriress .and exerv 
l^nven b.aek. alwavs back. ihe\ IkTI 
alleys .and the cellars, unld over 
physical e:sli;,ilsl„,„ ,.,,,,1 

^•"^•"'.N. And ^\u■^ v.cre all 
Prisoners, .\A,, il^v were n,,.| x m 
""■""vd. M..n. w..men .and elnldr.-i. 
ni.ieilessis ;,,,d s\steni;ilieall\. 



The Paris Commune, 1871—1919 



M AK.X ON Till-: CO.MMUNI': 

The c:-;;;;:n;;nr :r , ^-nr^---- 

nv I .' -'""t i'.Tiris. TIk- major- 

' '"l^- w rr iiaturall;, . irkm- men, or ;i.-know- 

-a;:-' , , ' 'I"- 'A--1I11';- class. 'i'llc ^IIUIIUIK- 

' V'' parl.aiiicninry, l)Ofly. executive 

- -aiiu- onu. Instead of con-inuiiif,' to 

on,, ,/ ' ic' , ^' '^^■'■■'"•■"t, the police was at 

res,,, 1- Political .ai i rihutrs and turned into the 

.^o'.,. , '.""'„' "-'il 'I;- .-I'M'nt of the Commune, 

linn' ''^ '"■■^ "f the achiiinistra- 

nnhls. ' • '>/ thr Con.nnuu' rjownwards. the 

vested im..;...,r'.*'. ' -•"'/''•^ Th- 

h.ol, .i;„, . ■"1,1 ihr r<'nrcsMiiai-,,n allowances of the 

.Ii:Mr- ' ■; ■ ' 'li-appeare I a:,,UL; with the hi«Ii 

.„-;-,, ■, ' i"ii^-i'"i's CL-ased [o he thr 

,,p]' ■ '"'.'■"^ "' r,overnment, Xtu 

. V, .-, . ■ ., li"le initi.-iiive hitlierlt. 

■nun- Ti ^ |, ''^ I'l'- hands of the Com- 

' , . ' '>'>ninm- u as, ,,f euirse. to serve as 

• '■ "!•■•'•' I'l'l'^-'n d c-nters of '-ranee. TI-<- 

, '-^tal-lished in Paris and the socond- 
"trali:-cd Coveniinent wnnld in the 
'■■^y vriv t,. I'le -'•lf--,,.,,.nin.ent of 
iHi ,.t nalion.al or-ani/ai ion 
. , "■' 'Icvelon it is clearlv- 

.. " " v,,!-, to I.,, the political form of 

,!,,. . " ''""''l. 'h-M in the rural rlis- 

- , '"^jl" I" '"■ n-nl.irrrl h\- ;, national 

" ral lo'A n. ;.iid tl'ese disi'-'i'-t 

. ■ . ■'■"'I 'I'.-i,iiii. . to ilu- Vationn] n,._ 
, ■ . . , ' ' '"■ ■•It an\- time rcc, ,-ai,|.' 

. ■ .'' " .' '''' ' f'WiiKd idsirec j. Ills \ 
Minctiops n-hir!i Mill 

^^''ii' '•■••'''S'-ai;'r'N '" T 

>y,v ,,,,( ,,, ],.,: ],y,,kcu : I'l'u; 
• '1 'V f,„n;nnMaI ConsM- 

st'-Mction of the 



.'lied the nun liiiu rv ot' 



up 




•11. ih, 



rkin. 
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■•'"U.I the indi!>Vrenee or applause of the world. The 
i"i^l.'rs k,,..-, „o mercy: they who accused the Com- 
'^"•n^Tds, f.l.dv ,„d vilely, r.f savagerv acted as sav- 
"■'■^ " •"'t- I' ^V'l^ 'lie vengeance of the 

"'.i^tor , i,,ss il„. vengeance of ihe master class at all 
^ ^'-''^-^ '•t'hcl. Today, the bour- 

sava-ery of the Commune: 
''''^ ^'T^ nothing about the Ihous.aiuls ,,f men 
■' ' ■"'''••n. who were m;issaered .,! IVrc la' 

' ''^"- ■^^ '•"^-.:c often bnrrie.l alive, who were (rans- 
'" ' •■'"■■'"■■1, Tod.a;,. ihe bour-eois troth 

^' -w,^. -v Ml Pnssia; luit ,hey are quiet about 

''I'-'lv ^''!",ns ol the bourgeois Whhe fiuanls in 
-ava-ery of the masters in Gcr- 
"•^I'oof nu sight- -that is the order of the 
"""^^ Snoi.-ihsC govenimen. in Cermanv ap- 
^-rld or capnahsm. CapUahsm 
• I'-l^hevism: but uhat a 

"'^'■'■■^ i-lshevism collapsei 

■ ''It !i U oil ! . . . . ' ' ■ 

IT- l',:r;s I 



mature expres- 
nptothat tnne. The 

'.' •"' ih;' l,..nr;;rois p.irliainent.arx stale 

-I 

' , -« su,u..,iu. u.,i..,,,„.,i 

■,r:: ' ^ " ,„„i.-„,, ,„■ „„. 

' ' '' ' "lllliuiiu's ,,f il, . |,- . ,, ,," , . 

;;■ v;;;, I'''""''" -•"'-K.narv 

,^ " -"-^>-l u, developing., ur:. M7v 

" " n.<- Comnnme ann.l 



iuune, iii<;roov'M-. ai^oii licd legi-I.ative and executive 
function'; ,/a sr/>arafc fmminrs. tliese Ixiing united 
democratica.llv in the Coinmun-,-. The Paris Commune 
demonstrated in .aeinal practi. e diat the first task of 
the militant prt,|, • ; • ■ conquest of power b;. 

the rcvo!utio:iar;, .• -tue annihilation of the 

old boiirgefjis ,.i.air and ihe construction of a new 
pn^leiariaii ^late. ' )n this head. X. Lenin wrote in 
April 1917: "As to the rev(;huit;nary organization and 
its la^k. ihe con(|uest of the \)(j\ver of the state and 
militarism: Frfjiii the e.x])erience of the Paris Com- 
nnme. M:ir;-; diows thai 'the working class cannot 
simi)ly lay h.old of the reariy-made machinery of the 
state and wiekl it for it< purj^oses.- The proletariat 
luiist break down this m.achinery. .\nd tliis has been 
either conceaU-d or denied by tile oi)i)ortnnists. But 
il is the m.isi v.aluahle le.-son of ihe Paris Coinmune 
;ii'<I 01 th'' l\e\()hitio;; in Pos^ia ()\ \(jo=,. '.Phe dif- 
ter-"ee between -is ;,n,l ihc Vn.archists is. that vc 
admit the s-ne a ne. rs.iiv in the development of 
Pcvo'-; a.:i The diffcreno- with the opi)ortunists 
and thr ,1 Kar! Kantsky is. that we claim 

■ !'oi,irgcoi> si.ii? machinery as com- 

1" !'"'' ill ihe '(k-niocratic' bourgeftis republic, hut the 
diicn jiow.r of armed and organized workers, .^uch 
1^ 'li- s;ai;. we iH.c- l ,'<neh was the character of the 
' i' i-"ri a:id cd" the Soviets of Workmen 
and .^(ddier. of 1905 and 1917. On this basis we 
build." Th new ])roletarian .state of the Paris Com- 
nnme functioned as revolutionary dictatorsh.ip of 
ilie proletariat, jirecisel}- as in Soviet Russia in 1917- 

I O I ' !. 

1 lie Commune w.as the (inal magnificent act of the 
hr<l re\'oh'!'onary period of the proletarian m.--vement 
vliile 1; se;!';l|;incously. through its pr.actice of pro- 
letari.an dici;ii< c-- l uT :ii.(| die new state, jirouoted the 
I'hasc Ml ih,; iioal rr\ohit;on of ihe proLiarial. P)Ut 
I nierii;,.; 'o-; d Soci.-disi ir.r.einent th;a developed 
■I her tile en:.-hii,.v the roiiuM: •!:<• w.is pacific, mo- 
dcr.ate. i.tonnisiie an.! iiat !onal;s.:,-, \[ repudiated 
the k'ssnn-; of -die ('oninmne. became ;i whollv parlia- 
mentarv ni(;\vni,T.t. i'n;ii;iiiing duit SiK-iaHsm cowld 
bo in;r-dnee(l bv m. ms ,0 i.a'-li ;n,eniar\ aotixilv on 
the b.isis of ih, bourgeois siiie. i:..t this .-i.iie could 
be Used as ,! ■ instrument for the 'mancipation of the 
workui- ebs . 

/'""-Il 'b"ck il„- .lecomplished proletarian 
|-c\(i'ui;on in I~"sm,i :nd 'W" the developing pn^ktr.riai^ 
_'a-vohtlion Ceini.mx is .raakening Socialisni from 
lis p.arlianieiu.ir; dre.inis. from its ;icceptance of the 
''"i";^eois state. I h:- f^nu:'-.\' .-r thr />;-../,•/.?» 
''Imioir in k'ussui ami in c/,-' y //:,• /^rcK-.'.v.- <'f- 
' ' ' ^•mHifinf oiui oru'iunrrd r.wvj 
''"Y' "/ ''''•'■y 'l^li^^ amplitHMtion 

■ making indnstrv - the oi-o.^ni^od 
tile b.isi. of -he neu state. The Conmume 
aeni.;;, ;h;.ii form, iiuidacaMe and 

'"■e-MUinerahle. i he C omniutie' Ih^dctarian Oietat- 
"'■^hip • The Rex ohiiion ' 

'he I'.ir-s rommnne uas isokucil. The iutcrna- 
""■'al iM-oleiari.ii was not an. ike, <iid. not respond to 
^all ,M the (•ommuiie. Pm the Commune in Rus- 
''-'^ ^^'^ llamin..., e.dl to proletarian revolution 
the uorl.l, .\nd there is answer to the 
^■•>"' '1' 'xMssi,.„ rotnninne has its natural allv in 
P'-olctariai. The liual 
^".'.'^'""^ ^' ' ■ S.^ci.disni must reconstruct it- 
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itiajl rnsonrrs. Fhi- \>r(>ic.i strike, if it is u^.ncr^l 
in action an<i in .Icnands. uill nnrk a n.-u" chapter ni 
Anicrcan lal.or Iii^lorv llu' Uv-i American f^nhtical 
strike. 'VU' political -nike i^ a nccf^sary instrimicnl 
of tlie proletarian sirii;:;.:!'- : ilic workers iiniM u^c their 
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THI-: Allies tiirealener! ,ill sorls of rcj)risals against 
Germany. I'lheri, .^cheidciiiann (!v Co. warned 
the i)roIetariat that if it didn't l)cha\c. if it !)ecatnc 
Bolshevik, the .\llies would crush (icrmany. P>ut. 
while the I!olshevik menace in ( lernian; was s(il| 
largely potential, I he Allies were rigorous and iiii|)!ac- 
ahle. Pnit ii(;w that i:olslu-\i-m in Cermans- is de\el- 



/IV uced to ha7T the clear party note sounded 
nozc and our position sharply defined as an un- 
coiiiproiiiisiii(j rcx-olutionary party if we arc to 
take ami hold our rif^htful place in the interna- 
tioy.al inoi-cnicnt. JVc have got to plant our 
tarty upon the rock if it is not to be swept azvay 
in the oncoming tempest. — Eugene V. Debs, 
February 15, 1919. 



Lenin on Imperialism 

T X this i.ssiie Thr Revolutionary Age starts the puh- 
Hcation of /nipcrialism — f/ie Pinal Stage of Cap- 
italism, by X. Lenin. This great study, which will be 
completed in about twelve instalments.' is an important 
contribution to .socialist economic theorv. It is a 
clear, una.s.sailable .inahsis of the econoniic ba.sis of 
Impen.ihsm. (;f its character and purposes. On the 
br.sis of ecunomics. of the fads of production. Lenin 
proves that ( apitalism has become parasitic and is 
verging on collapse, that Imperialism is the final stage 
ot LaiMtalism. In other words. Imperialism has 
brought the objective conditions for the Social Rcv- 
ohu.on. tor die final struggle against the capitalist 

u?r^'"l "''"''^'-^ ^'-^ l^^''"- together 

vuh lus pamphlet on The Stcte and thr Revolution 
just published by The Class Struggles contains Ihe 

Soci ' ' T! revolutionarv 
>ocia ,.sm. Ih. v rc,,nire serious .study l,v the Social- 
ist who uishes to adapt theorv and 'practice to the 
r;;Xr-;f .-evolutionary ep^ch iiuo wh c 
iiiC proletariat has now eiiK-rgcd. 



Reaction Prepares 



f l-IF American proletariat is in a state of awaken 

^'Knioni^r is":;;;"^ 

^^overnnu'nt and Capitah^i 1, ' 

The I-spiona-e '^--"ression. as usual. 

-^till in for - }■ I^cpublic 

""-• -ntences of 1 er ^^'^^ou.r. and lower- 

"Ot the ones o Tevo r' ^^•'"'><'. "^•l-^KMicy- are 

!'^^veiu acMiation. conii^ it w K : '^'"''^ ^'""''^^^ ^^^^i 

--e Impression S^:^^^T;Z'T'-^ 
'--■-^--^ ''-^olet^rStalS^S^;^:,;^^^ 

The Mooney Strike 



able. Pnit ii(;w 

oping new power, the .\llios .iif more considerate, 
are making concessions, are ai)and(;ning their threats 
of terrible reprisals. Tlwy <lvv:\<\ liolsluvism as the 
devil dreads holy waier. ;ind fe.ii- chastens them. Cap- 
italism respects jiow.'r alone, a ;hreat lo its suprem- 
acy will immcdiaivdy .dier its poiicy. 'J he proletariat 
nuist recognize this fact ; it nnist (le\'elop that class 
porccr which alone can wring concessions from Cap- 
italism and ultimately annihilate the accursefl system. 

A Bourg-eois League 

nn HE League of Nations, mythical bringer of a 
A niythical universal peace, is promoting a sort 

of civil war in each natio i. I he belligerent 

groui)s disagree about the League — but they agree on 

one thing: the promotion of bourgeois supremacy. 

Ho7,' this is to be accomplished is th^. basis of the 

disagreements. 

The proposed Constitution of TIk- League of Xa- 

i:ons is suticring more at the i^ands of ''its friends 

than at the hands of its er,.mies. This alone would 

indicate its inherent det'ecis. 

Does an opponent charge that too much power is 
.given the other nation? r— the friends of th League 
answer: the L .v.cuti\e Comui! cmtn.ls. ;md of '"the 
nine members tiv.- will repre-^.ut ( ireat I'.ritain. 
I'n.n-e. lialv. japan and the United States. This 
beipg s... It !s not .-i League of X.itions. hm an impe- 
nahstic alliance ar/ainst the nations. 
. Dc s an opponent of ..!„• L,:,:^u"e chana. that it 
invades national m ,^ .rei.mi v -:Ur friends of the 
League answer: not at all. , ach nation is still sovc- 
;;^';^'V "^'^-j-^-' -^.-vignu must uecessarih- 

n:cK a League ot XatMMis: ( aoitalism cannot reli.;. 
ouisn na ional sovereignty . hence anv real League is 
impossible uhile Capitalism cndur^-^s' ^ 

arZin! '^'r"'"''"''"""'^ answer -that dis- 

arman ein ,s to a pouu '-cousistenl with national safe- 

arn.anle:u.s"^"'"''"''"^ ''''' ^''^"'^^ ^-^^^ 
The Xew York //-(.rW. in its .March 6 issue de- 

ct::itr :rt;^'7::::,;::?'^^ 

anee identical n nh i ^ ' L n^ i''' ''''T 

-|-| Lnnstnution. and -in fl!;: 'ii;; • ^ .^'^^ ^ 

bour-e;.i. sn].rem->cv "^'^ '"^'^ 'o promote the 

opposed the Constitution, whici, n s ihe'evnr "'^^ 
a eounter-revolutionarv mov em n ^ '''''' 
"^'-isses and democracv' Tlv 'T'"'' 
n?hts was the dominant ili a " iT,'^^ 
.^^''H-ral (M)inion I„.,M.. .1 ' \ cut ion. :he 



"iniivc out- 
'^'■'''ctariat 

"p ill 



Till-: co.rcir,, 
the S]<artacap. ci .M';i;ni;i-; ~. 
tragic struggle again -1 : ■ ' 
reaction. Acjuiring lu^w c- 
its previoti.s defeats, the 
Cermany has fr^r two week- , . ; 
l>ght in the general civil \v;ir t|:a; 
districts, and ])articularly in i'.er!:; 

It is an implacable '-truggle. 
the People's Ihitcher}-. the gang-', 
dema-111 i<: Crj.. have organize 1 crric 
of the !ve\T)!Lition. The\- liave fli 
olutionary troops; they h'ave plac(.- 
under control of the brutal officer 
and, under the direction of the ".^ 
troojis are crushing the revr^Ir,!: 
this government, which is nr.;,.-; 
which was responsible for tiie a--. . 
Liebknecht and Rosa Luxenilni'rg uhirh' i' 
the order -Shoot on sighf and is murde'-i-w ,> 
ers. has the impudence to accuse the ^n'-.i ' 
"savagery." In its massacre of the r.' '.1 ° 
forces, the Ebert-Scheidemann gove nn nt T'"^ 
support of .Linkerism and Capit^n^rc nt- ^'f 
Uie Alhes of reaction m all the ^..■orld. 77, ' 
Socialism ! ' 'heir 

The struggle which is now ragin- in (] • 

universal conscnpiences : and it has'^pv • ^- ' 
<|uences for Soviet Russia. The \llie- 
send sufificient troops to crush the r,-,;,- .- .' 
1st reptiblic: but they are developing a 'i.C^ "i;:,;' 
against Russia: to .sc thr honr4oi^'-<;,!-ilJ 
cnnncnt of Germany m an nrfcnulc ~a 'n , ^\^'- ' 
f^ussia^ ^'^Pen avowal of thi:\,e: p, C^^^^ 
niade ,„ certain cpiariers. I-ood ,s bei, r r / ■ < 
(.ermany. Secrctarv Lansing the oth h- r"' ^'l 
an address in Paris which the I to V//!:: 
-anzes: -^Ve have won. Germ 

•na.tatc^l France we .see how ( lern.anv deserve , 
uffer. But now we find ourselves in a uniuue dHen 
"^a. Germany has no monev to pav dan-e^-s a, 

■Hc..«nd Russia on our hands." The Germ-.:. ( ■ , 
ment must he used and aided to cru.h h • ' " 

cnt.sh Bolshevism m Ru.ssia: Afarslial! Ili. e-- . 
hrFl ert c Z''.-,''^"'^'"-? ''•'-"^v tor the job. .vfter 

vhkrh w 11 f the imperialistic re..tion. 

Ob of f^'' ^'^'■•"•-^"v ha.. do,,e the 

Va t s t/T-''''^' '■"Periaiis-c l.eagu. of 

-le o Sn r ' 'f^'^^ revo!utio:Ktrv .strug- 

.Je of Socialism is international. ... 

It won't work, we feel conn.Ieiu. The revokuion- 

herself •' nn.i .1 >f^^i-d!si l\;5.s>;a can lake care o: 

natio,,': ''•■■^ o'"" 



JH-ral ooinion hem- mat •••,rnn..r, ■ i 
"I goverment.- This ,„„,„' oh]v,-[ 
'•"ecleral Constiiut o ' ^ vsialli.ed m -the 

pertv rights. ui^,,m. Mipi;.,„;u-y and pro- 

. /-*-'t ^-'te •'authorif, •• W,„,,i,.,,„. u- i 
^yl'--nt of the United' states 'l^'K now Pre- 

Rrunion: ' ^ ' " "i i^ivision and 

,;;, ,!! :' :'nu-i,„v it had he. 



•■'Pparcnt. Sr,nK 

btlng v;,l„„;j„, 



'ooncy are not verv 



^ 'liai are ,hi,-l 1 



'•^t" "f Tom Al, 



''111 It was done. 
"P die- 

are I.ar.^,. i ' '^^•^^'^"nient. to see 

, , on luiv 

tl.ev a,v\.|' 
'" ' ib> I,, 

^"-iLe T|„^ ' 
■ at ihi. 

"'■ -"■'/• , ., 

"f all hol- 



eiiio- 
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' "' !'"|Htlar 
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nia.inritios -n, "'' '' 

"'"uiriix. . •■ ■■ 

.-ii.i.- - ■ ' '■■ ' ■'■ 

" nnrp,,srs. i. , •., "rdrwlroit for its 

, o' .\;iii,,nv. 'i-i, >,.. 'b<> pr..:.,>v^.,! 

;'''-"-'''-"'nan hodv ■ . ' - - -'Un- 

'"''H' !-,.:ne,.f v;,i "'^^ war i,. 

]\'' -Mid power r,r .„ . '-^ '"^-^'''t lo cheek 

I";::;;"!: -^M-ai ., •• "-lu-s-, „ 

'■•'^ I'een r-ri-inaie, I •■"^ '"^'vohit io,0 

• --'Md prinv.nK i„ 
' v;dlh\ el 
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\\. are 
Tiev 



'Iv . under il,, 



'[ '"""1 ibe iniii- 
. 'be meivantile 
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d :r:\ 



Ic.ulersl, 



lUinnr 



'•ut the situation is traoie. and Hie 
■'V''''-'^ of the .social-paino.s 
uvn'di^^-''f''^ :■ .:cin> 

r ^an- P"''"'- ''"''^-^^ -Socialisf ha.,tnea 

Ibcm '^es"! '" r-!^^'^^- - >'-tIi.n deceives 
^..ciai oni,-;\ ^'''^ ••S'vialism" -f ilie 

Germa'n '"^^ jority Soeiali.sm in Ru.ssiV. and 

I^'oleta^^^m^j;;:!;::^'^ of Uie 

''^l^^'t IS not a!!. The -Veiu:-, 
'^^•>' 7-ts captained bv Ha-,.,. 

n betrayin. the nroi;'t::r:.. r ' The 

,„.,,,^„ ' '-^'f^'^^^ direct the ;.ciion of th 

the :;/!iio,;arv deed- an<l tbi< .!..m.'>r.d:zc 

' "t actiiMi rhe\ hesit ue 

and con,p,..„:,,. -^-uy],:] , , _ 

ami action! """'^ ^ ''''^ ^^''^ '^''^i--^ 

The le... ... , 

but Usefi;' 

''"'■^'^■f Ibe pr.M'e- ,, , 

ial 'r?:^:--^ -"nu'p;;:!; 

>mp 
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"1 must vv 
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Mass Action 



- " ^ ' • " of ii„. • ,„ , , 

r" ' ' ' "^^ •> |")liV\- aii.l I.,, ,„ 

111 t'l ' ' -H .lisnirrcciiinif ,,| ,1, 
I- - "-^ ^iK.ll „,.,„oad, a 

i n. In::' iicrrs^.'.rv lo !„., ,„,„. , ■ 
.III niMMiii 111, 



Bolshevik jabs 



rlc/ir iiii'f- 

All i.n|. .':.n,' ,i.iin nil. , iL,. il,, disputes still 
,,,„:Mr "'■'"^ .-'n,,,,,!,... UV „„„t 
^ M *"Miciii|,nrai-v (•\riits 
"i i.'n a.-. ion 

,, Mipi'l. IIH IlK ,1 l.\ 111,' <-X|UTI.-lU ,■' ,,|- ,|„. 

, M.^M|,„,on in .H-,,,.,,. 11,,.,, , u.ulrucv 
i.l.'a^ l.ol-lu-^:k. ,l,r polu, nl 
I,., nl M-a,nl,n as lua,,;- ,1,.. ,„.1„., 

W ii'^' "I ""I- """ 'i ^^.i"''- lias |,a..,,,| ,,,„!,.,. 

,j„ I, 111! -11. 'V II- ilicniv has in,., 

|,li'inri.i III J'l " •iii'l II 1-^ iifia ssai \ ih.ii ^m- 

.■riiiiia.ni- I iwriii !li' old an. I tli • nrw /adopi a |.ulk-\ 
ill '''' ' 'l'ii|->'""-'ii^. ili.-n,a-ii.-a| and tacl'- 

I..1I, i:l|-l.'r\ r.,ndillunv 11,,. ,,,,,^00 of rcv- 

pr.uli.v 1- ii.a i;„. I'nrnvs „f vcstcrd-iv 
111 isi"-n. ihv ui ,!„. pr,,!, lanan lannlni,,,,, „,' 
,111(1 Hi < .n inaii v, ar,-, , ,i in^ Inii tlu- ,,1,] ,.,,,1. 

-sdiiial pliase of the Left Winer movement 
hv..liiii(m;in Socialism, its tactical basis, is mass 
|i. i;iii ..Id in. alliums air read int.. tins t'rrni, and 
iciusc t" rcci.-i,i/,' Us fniidamcnial character 
, .Jte Prolclorion. ..r-an ..i" ilic c.iinia.lcs ,,f the Detroit 
Socialist Part>. sa\s in its .Mai>li issu,. 

\\h:n 1. ,na>s ^aimy U n ,mm ,,„;• ,,1,1 ,,,,,„| |)|,^^, 
,\.n..:, .■..iiK |.:,rk u,li, a n.-w m,,, ,,f rl.,ilu., - W, ...jn 
.!,, v.cl! iii,|iin>- iiitu Us iiK-anmi^ lieinrc ac.-rpiiiiu it 
.\l i.r.MHl ,1 s,..;ns he the rallying- crv i„r all tlu- 
iKnunis '.vl-o liavo rcpiulialed the oh! pariianieiitar- 

1,1 ln> i..vn, l„„,k. AV:v/„//„„a.v S.ru,hs>n. !,,,„,. 
C i raina idi. u. iliat ••,nass is „,„ ,■,„■„, .!,- 

"i';^'' ^'^ ," l"-."^--s au.l sy,uh.,M,s 

.'ili'iu 1^ artiMii ,,t' (!,,. 

|niA.I |,„n,. .,,,,1 ,1,.;,,,,;,. mnun.r. \\- 

jstiii I.L'aiN, ill 77,,. \-,.;^, A'..-,,. , 

nclHii , 1 1.,-. I) ahum I.. .1,. u.th tlu- ei.-ci,,,! Ml 
' ':;•'!. an.l y.i IS i„ uu- -li.h.st 



1 in 



-•li'd, ,| , ■ ' ' ' , ' ''"•!< ly" i, II, . ,.\ 

tl. ; , ' J""^" '" ' '"^'v he unified lu 

] . ';'\':'^••^'r.v|^arliamentary;it ,s t!w 

,„ ,, , ''"•"";,'h mass strikes, din- 

-^'y-;a.^n x/; 'i;;:;:;';;;'''- '""'r':^ '"^^^ 
- <i''-ms,:n:,';;l'';;;:':^'''rT'' 

'''■^-•'"l'> in 111.- diM], ' '■ ' " 

'"'■''■^ mdii-,!i\ .,,,,1 'I hy 

'l-'-ninic-.l lai.'l'v .j,. ,,„ , ,' ' V''.'"' 

dnsii \ ■ ,„,, . I ,. , .'^ , ' "iiil'iii ion <jf ui- 

I ,,,''-;,.,,','',;:„'';',!'' ;'',-''i ■"■'■■•.■> ""-h.- 

- l'"hli.-al iMir|„,M-. - ' ' '''' '''''"Htc 

- ''I "I pi-nlna. , ,,, 
""l'l"'-l ill 111,- Ah, ■),,.. .,, , I, , ,, , , 

• I'oliii,;,] a.ii,;,, " ■' - ■ ^""^^-I'l'^'n 

-n'l-^i ^>""-^ - action 

uical ,n ,ln,.,. , ,"""<''>•. since it becomes pol- 

•-■•<'n-o.n.;.;'s,\.- «^ '•^''^"•^^ ^^t^on 

Pn:nde.rdi;:',u';:,..'';:::''^-;:',:^ .uovcment. which 

''V the i)n,lri-,rni ',„, I ;" , ' ^ 'Z 'Icveloped 

l)cen \b i v , r ' - P'-''-''^-^ ■"•'s^ acti,.n have 
Ma -xisn n T''' "^^ '""^^ n,a;,naudc, who r.-.^nized 
-\laixi.sm n„! as a nu-.-uis „f ..x,,l;,inin- di,- i.aM but 
a . n.nstruinen, o, acn.m. as a dvnanuc ,,ha' of ' 
Prolelanan slrn-L^k-. Aiarxisis ^ -,1, !• i 

-\ atch..-.Svn.lu-al,M du-.avtira! cna-piion .,f 'Mirect 

n "of 'Marxist adhe ! 

-'Its ot mass action. 

'I'lic nnal and com,,k-ie form of mass action uas 

;;;.:;/"r;.:;^,J,;;:ri;; 
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> - inas.s actidi) \ . i v ,!ii|,K tc- 
■'k- of mass acth.ii ui- nu-an 

■«-..ri^iiu.;i:;::r,:\;';;:;,;, ,|":'':'^-^' . "^-v' •"■-^"■•<^'<i 

'''^'"-I'v'.r H,.. , i ; , ORanized labor 

^'-li.uv . u ' . ,; "^-'-^.''^-t^'n a. s,,.,n as tlu-v 

;'-i..|. th,,,' , lli«- 'l.usi,,,,, 

l'-!---" <:rjan,;';;;:,,,"""''^ l'-a.K-n,i„ ilK. tidcl 

"u- literatt,re on mass 
JU-altii ,,| CMiiili.nn, claritv and a 

fcii%>u-n.- v ; ' ^'t this tinu- 

fo '''"'"'^ P--''amcntarv pro- 

(i, ,„ 'l'^' -^aine. Political 

...i, ^'"^ ^'^Pl"ite.| 

'I 1,;''' ' ■ ' '^ '" ^-"ntrol of thr p,.\vcrs 

h 1.'. . ,i ;^-';;;i'';---:'.p.aini,u:c..,ur.d'- 

fc.-'Vvhi'r.lV niachiiu-rv, instead ..f ,/,-v/r.M- 

l^'^;!' a.-e tua, dittercn, ilnn,.. Tl, ■ p.,1 l 
«;i>n^.aria, ciiu. ..^lu' o! an 

^■|>'»'ate uhai ,„h,,- f,,,„,, , 

■p-'- -■^■'i in p..i,„ca, acioi'-Mu;';];;. 

*"lii>| 1,1 i,.,,driu-\. 

liii^^-luV^n''-;,,"';^^ - .^lu.rter hours clearlv. 
^^Uti-.il / i "..I I.) 

i-hM'ii.y;;::"'; *" ''i 

• iM.lilu-al pi is,,,,,.,.., „, 
I M i ';V''"-'I ^'-1- an.lcoiiu-s un.lcr 

Z: \ "ins, be a mass strike, a 

[ -"al dial is one phase of 



Mini ta; —l"t.o.iary forces to 

"•7- aia- a man, u-Ma, i„i, l.^'JlJ^^l-'^ u ep"!!"' 
.race, m tlu- Uv.y pja,-., ,ho u , >n.;, , ,'„ th- 1 k'. 

to make lu-w i>,-,sms \. " , ' ' ^^'TK. 

thus ir iiH I.,,-.:,. > i,, .' '"V «" 

ccssaiuK ^,,,ui„:. a, ,, M^nit. in- 

Irarru-.^, al,s,„-|,„.^ „,„, I'-'la'^- 

•ilnnu. cnnv,!inu llu- s,,. ' /""l^- 

'im^s siiital.le l,.r ,,uMi, ,'! '!" 

ii'Ks. !i,,l,li„^ ,,.m:,H, : , '""'T 

•'""'"■■'^■^■^ o.mn,^ .,M,| V 1,. ,,: 1 ;.' ' 

arv cT.ii. iliis . 1,- M V '■^^•"hitK)!)- 

Tiu- ;:a'n„. =:>^''''^"">' ^a-ti-n. 

plants. That nu-ans ' 
si'n<:>iis character, iianLl 

to l.OKit. v. ith M'tual , ''"R''' 

'Hku was precisely the cotirse of revolutiotiarv 
. ; i„ ,h, proletarian .vvohu.on in Russia. The 
, -.ss acio,, l.reaUs indeneiulem" 

'•"-■a.us represe.Uativ.s of the 
" d-n,a.u-„ns.,, un.ler the pressure 

-aCH.n It ,s ,lK-n Ihe t sk 
" '''^ -'^,nu,',- an.! .hrcct. Thoroan./ed 

i'^';-!'--' acuM, ,s th 

n n,h the neu pn.letanan s.atc of ,he le.lerated 



l^«''' ^lcvdops out of the industrial acti..n 
''■av '"MH-n;d,sin 11,,-,,,,^ c„nc.-nt r.iicl. 



'"a- iilr.iu-.l lu.liisiis uwAu- 

"'•'•''^"•'l 111 OIK- pi, lilt, ,-\p|-., 



SWd ,,,, , Y ^ 'ii i-^-^"''! Ill .'IK- pi, Hit, ,• 

,,, \'\'; '•'•^hiiu- p,,,,,.s Tbes,. wo, 
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•'all .,,,1 ,„|,. 



(lU-llt 



'•"1" nuhid,- 
l-liiH'.d ,.1, 



'•I crati !r,il,ais\ 
iii.iss, st,,K,. 
-'-^ .lo tion \\ lu ll 
I I'laiits. ,,, s,-\(-i-.t| 
' 'l.'\i-lopr-. mi,, red 



acli.,11. m lb,. ,„i„.d sense- 



Tia- M.,s,,.w Isvcstin in October last \ear printed 
-Ml.. .K-ws uhich shows itt what hj, m 
ini'.ii (.ermanys attack on Russia was viewed I v 
iiiiii.\ i.orman .soMiers: in 

"'•'■-'•1 the (iennan ii,,.,ps ul„, , , 

'laiK com,- .K-serie:s and -i...!,,s u),,, -..f. ' 

tlu- ITeiuh li.,Mi I ,?,.K ',1; V ' 
arin.-d u 'ih nd- ' -onnan .soldiers 

"'aai lu-.,dcd l.v , (Kuno, r. ■^"^'''^'n^^-^l'tv 
i> . ^'iim.iii ntticer. on the r u-iv 

;:;:t"r„;::r::::. : - 

iaV.Ir,.o,an 1,,,,: . •••oodom. 

iMonp ,1,..|, u , ■ , 1 ^^^nuan 

^.iM.. . v .! ■ ' 1 H^'M- 



M' M( ..... , 
pOM-<| Ixaiitu- <.! 
auMre no out* h 
loternatkrtial PoU-c \ .„ , 
without rccofnii>mg frefaifil 

The Health ronMni«*iontr rei^.n* liui iW* ; 
^ eq.n^ sickncs i„ there 7. ^nU^tJ* 

.'.hie „, ,h„ fact when we coriM.ler t)«t S^JT 

slecp.njr .ickuevH i„ ,l,e A. I- of " 

W hen we see all thefie deiuiiicia(ioi» oi rfj 
ue cannot help wr„ulerin,r ,,h.,i wouJl ham-If *4 
.7.o.x>.ocx> ahens annoyed .T^U^^l^Z ' 

.i.eo.,,erj.a,™.,,,i,-:;r,,..r',,^:i;-,;,,^"-^,;:-''4 
'"■« « 

♦• ♦ ♦ 

Xow that conscription is done awav with-in (Jer- 
mihlari^; ^^^^-'^'^^^^ o"-elves on the dcatl^^ 
five b,./armus ' ''^"^ ^° ^^^'^ --^^ 'east 

unnersal nnhtary traming. 

* * ♦ 

suppose the opposition of the ck ■ 

•XUhouijh we can understand that in these .• • 
orashinj; thrones ihinus are anf n 3 t V"^ ? 

f i I f,. . 1 1 ' ''P' ovcrlooket wo 

.lro|.|K-.l ol,, of .ish, "'""^ '«"-^''"<l''">ly 

"o. of co„r";. n'..." «-•>•« 

il.ll \\ ilsonst.1,1, :■ ' ' '-'""^ 

\\c know t,iai (.1,1... \ 

•Tc- .he si;n"i |:;o^^\v,"h;'^,-,^r'••''^.^^ ^■'•■"■■^ 

m CaUfarnia?' '"I 
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The Proletarian Revolution in Russia 
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, ,^, UuA pi, 
o (ipcn llu niad P» a now 
,i,iv in [he (apilal '>f Kn^ 
d l i i'in tlio I n!o er-iw nod 
iIk' w.'i kii'l: fla^- w rcstc(l 
> , will). I'liilfiw niL: die tali 
1, had i:\k-on -nci- the roin^ of 
■\ed a'i a M,<:nal for a t^v-noral 
ii prolel.irial and (lu- -real nia-^'- 
a^antiA who ca'-t (lioir lot willi 
itarial. ('ilv after cify, in-ovincc 
;n revo];, ami lhron,>:'ii"nt llu' whole 
>f renio\ini^- tlio honr.^eoi^ weed- 
iletai"ianisni he^an. 1 ho ro- 
the "parliameniar\ -lei:;;]" Uniu ot 
foreed to vacate under ilic pressure 
linLT iK\^plo"s masses. And tlicy vacated, al- 
Sgli not without a stru,u!,de. 

'he Soviet- of Workmen's. Soldiers' and IVasanls' 
Dole^^ate-- took into their hands the .sjovernnuntal 
jjower. Tile pcoi)le--tlie common people — liecanie 
masters of the situation. Idle represent;ir.\ cs ot the 
working; class and po<.>rest jiea^antry took o\er the 
complex HON ern.mcntal ma.chiner\ m order to util- 
'•■r It in ihe inp^e-is of tho-e who heretofore had l)cen 
I iijH-e-sed. es;MHud, pcr-ecuted and tortured. 

diis wa- an expression of revolutionary will and 
eroi'-ni. lU a. niii^htv eiYort of their muscles, similar 
to that of ilie Parisian I'ommunards. the Russian ]n-o- 
I'.tariaus broke the chains with which the ruling class 
had bound them, and actively beuan the work- of 
(•reeling- the structure of a new ^eeiet\ , a jciy free 
from opj)ression and ])arasiti^ni. Ti'e I'.iii- ( oni- 
n-unc. crushed by the bayonet'- of the -'.axe- and hire- 
lings of tile cruel French bourcreoi^ic. lia- come to life 
again in the citic^s ami villages of l\u--ia. has come to 
life in order to live and hold high the rcvolutionarv 
torch over the blood-soaked eartli. lighting the wav 
toward^ the kingdom of Socialist brotherhood. 

And th.is torch is still blazing. Tlie Russian bour- 
geois cla'-- have not been able to exlingui'^h it. Rrenia- 
turely old. K^o weak for the task, they have crawled 
to the corner^ of the earth whence thev whine out 
their slanders and venom at the creator^^'of new life. 
From bJiind the l)ayonets of tlie inva<ler- xumnioucd 
lo their aid one can see their wo'iti^;b form- and hear 
th Mr how l- for vengeance. All their hojie^ ,ire center- 
i in ill M? bayonets. They are the onlv -alvation : 
■''•■en>-lily ihey cling to them hoi)iiig thus to 'regain 
their lost power and once again drive into bondage 
the people who have freed thcm.seh es from oppression. 

_ The rev(Mution of XovenduT 7. which established the 
■■diClalorship of the pr(jletariai"' was an inevitable re- 
suh of ibe whe.lc course of the Rn^-ian revolnlion. The 
consivtcnl revolutionary t'orees <jf Rn--ia were led (o 
this step not onl\ by the .eeond act of ilie revolution, 
which began wiib. the extrenielv \ivid epi^j,!,. ,,, the 
< verthrow of the RonianotV-, l,ut aFo bv the tirM ,act 
M took pla.e m imo.; l-.ven ther,: in i.)o;. the 
^Jan boui-geo,.,,. cut -h.ui the wmgs of the Ru-M;m 
Jution. l-,v( , ilien tlie <li-graceful brand of a ludas 
|lot apiicared a~ a black si^oi on n- ernninal ' fore- 
a revoluti.Miar\- uplieav;d it made 
dec-iNin- nionarelu. ;md with the 
icM" nierehanl lKtr;i\ed the ni- 
' the exe. utioiier- of the t , ;n 




lulion, ,li, 
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■-t ronger, 
lie higli p 

\\hieb w-,i- ill U- IkukF. 
hi- w;i- hindered, n i- tine. b\ 
e nitei nal ti,,,rkel ,ind b\ ihe 
re-iinr. Ihil 'hen il 
'"•l>"'-> and plnn.ler iievond 
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and the elu 
nil Ml 

"I I'rou^ht uolhiiio l,j 

V 'he bo.lv of Ku 

""^""-"^n- h:„l ,hlb^.,u 
"''l'^''' "ni d be 1,,, K ot \ .1,- 
■ni.'.-ition .-ind lb.- 1m, 
■ "" '""^ . the l;u>aeit\ (,t the b 
■ ''"'M'l^-'M aiul lie;,.o„ of the 
of the ( Vai , 
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,ind 

. . , inini-ie- .; ;m.l olVieial^ 

'hi- canie to (he surface. The armio« 
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ilx.'iagc wuh regard lo the rr-,., ,. 
of the masses of the people. 

riie revolution was in danger and hx 
b\ rovoluiionary means. Such, indc-V 
o'luiion of Xovcmher 7, 191 7. 



. i Minnai 
■ iviii!.; a' 
M - of pKjle- 
tiieir sulTcr- 



The 
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.11 their o\\ n 111 ill'- \\ ,-ii-. I'M ei .1 n : 
will ,nid grerd\ app-tile o| ill. lu']: . 
the iKMit ,iiid -lai \ ing III the i e,o-. the 111.1 
l.in.iii- and p^ a-, mi - ro-v' to put an end l' 
ing .and nii^er\ . 

exohuiMn wa- oil. it was bci?un by iho oppres.<^- 
e. . - i.idc, aiuI in spite of the will of, tlie 
l„,i:- M,l the fact ibai on March i _'. that is 

•j,i,, Me the lii--i FioM-ioiial < .o\-erninenl 

w;,'- ;o'i 1,1 lii. I onnei! of W. M-kiiien'- and Soldiers 
Mepuiie'- wa- alie,id\ active 111 1 'el rogr.id. that while 
the bourge(M-ie w.i- licMtating aw.niiiig the <iutcome of 
the battles on the ^tr.ct- ni the capital, iln- organ of 
tl-.e revolution,ir\ will of the people wa- n!,•d^ing de- 
ci-ion- aii'l c.arrviiig ilieiii out, -liowing \ery clearlx' 
both tlie pkaee win re the re\ ohuionary tnuue rn-igin- 
,-tted ;ind u- true eliaracler. The revolutionary tire 
In-gan with the sparks that were smouldering in the 
Labor center- .itid it spread to the barracks. It fired 
with indignation and anger the hearts of all o]);)rcssed 
and injured. The tlame rcae 

throne and those around it. but al-o to ;ill those who 
supported the throtu- and who planned the criminal 
war at the expense of the blood and life of the people. 

C/iarism was con(|Ucred bv the street and only tlien 
the Duma, this talk;tti\c bod\- b\- the "gr.acc of the 
Monarch." v/as forced to ''iiiect" tiie sireet, l"]ie lo\\-cr 
classes won out and then the upi)er cla--e- beg,iii to 
bypocriticall\- .isscrt their solidarity with the lower 
classes. Hut their \ery first step, exposed all the faFe- 
hin)(| of ihcir a--ertion-. In the pro\-!^iotial ( ioxern- 
ineiit which was f(Hiiic(i there wa- no pl;icc fur re- 
]iresent,uive^ of the revolutionary people. I'or surely 
the nerxous, weak Keren^k\-. this one hour revolution- 
ist, who became .a pitiful pmppel in th.e haufls of the 
Russian br)urgcoi>-io can not be ciin^idercd a r(^pre- 
^cntative of the reyohitionarv people. 

And this first s'e|) was followed bv others wliicii 
emphasized more .and more tlie ini])o--ibilii\ of plot 
ting nation.d unit\- in ;i count rx w here the revolutioi) 
was accomplished oup-ide. and in -pne of the xvill of 
tb.c bourgeoisie. It is not surpn^nig I'-erefore tliat the 
■■honeymoon" of the Revolution \v.a- followed bv :\ 
period of internal struggle which xvas persistent, 
sharp and full fif constant conflicts and bitterness. 

May I. July 1. ,ind, Septeiiii'-r 10. these are the 
dates- guide-post.-— x' hich inex iiablx led to Nov- 
ember 7. {)n Nov. 1. Paul Milyukox. the servant td' 
the impcrialisiie Russian bourgcoi-ie. >ent a memor- 
andum to the .\llied Poxvers. .^'latiiig on behalf of the 
Prnvisioii.il ( iox eninient tli.it Russia wduld 
"U ihe war to the bitter end. This was f( 
May 2 and 3 when the soldiers and workers 
bringing sharply before the people the .piestion 
ill whose hands the ])ower should be--in t'iie ii.-md- 
the re]:ireseiu;itives of the bourgeoi-ie " ' 
of the revolutioiiarx- will of the peojWe; liie .^-\;et- 
^n lulx I. Keren-ky's Lioverninenl ordered an of- 
- ''^ " locking the proletariat and ihe armv 
\c'o ha.i pdM-ientlv demanded the end of the war 
' u Jul\ P., the workers and 



1 i.. Revolution of November 7, ic^i- 1,^ . 
lan piolelariat into power. The great prm)hJ 
t.iieied b\ tli<- fathers of Sxialifim have come tr^ 
I Ik dh laior-iiip of the proletariat has become a 
I 1 i greatest act of the Hu.s5ian 
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11 act which gave her -^tich an Sdife 
lier boundane-s now cJctend far beyZi 
eonfines, thereby attaching fo her an int» 
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lirst step was an actual severance with those 
that had chained Russia to the war chariot of ,oS 
Imperialism. ' 

Ibe most vital and fundamental problem that th* 
new ( iovernmcnt faced was the cessation of hostilitiej 
However, it was necessary, in the interests of the in.' 
tun.ational i)roletariat, not merely to end the war 
but also to reveal its inner meaning, to show that not 



o:.'.; llle oile-tlon 

>o\iets ean not b 
P'l'Hlical Miblerfug 
uilox- iniuinv, nbi^ 



ei - in I et rogr.ul 

■iarted :iii m^urreciMn which was elearlv direcied 
ig;nnsi the eo.alition (,(,veriiment and which showeri 
"■;iii^l'<-'ning the ])ower to the 
\ aded by anx co'inpromises or 
< hi SeptiMuber ie». the Kor- 
vas diligemiy piep..iied bx the 
' ' ''"le- r. v-, ,],,,,, bourge(n"'-ie ;uid which aimed. 

■ '"I"'" 'd the So\,et- and ihe .lesiruclion 
"I'Mi. V eon>|uest- of jIk' people. to<,k 

' ' ''"'^ niuiinv the worker-, soldier- an. I poor 

I'ca-ant- responded bv clostng their r.anks more solidiv 
■■'"HUKl the Soviets, by clearmg tiiem of the wavering 
e ements and by sending r.olsbevist deputies in tlu-i',- 
places. 



remaimng events of the first »i..bt months of 
"1 Krvohtiion took place between ilie-e dates 
winding hue marks the llioriix loa-I throu'vl, 
Ru-siaii prolet.arial came to its diolaturship 
c .ieniamle.l pe.ice. and the bouriieoisie and 
among ibe moderates in the Soviets were 
ihv w ,• rh,> peasants demanded lan.I 
ll'i^" Cnnsiiiueut \s- 
w bile at the same time the Co,ivoeati<.n of 
"'F x\.,^ postponed time .-md ,faMi IIk- 
'•'"anded hnuian condition- .o' I d or ,-,n,I ib,. 
"nri:eo,s„. responded lo tin- with the ' , ' 
"."""'-.'"'"t Rn-s,;, \ll ,],,, .„,net,..^ • ' 

'■I' ";\':."'"'*' ^•"verumeiu. \vb,eh Mi \Fndi> 
- ..|ndRi,h, Soeial-Uevnhuioni-,-ae,ed their misor 
»'>'^ IM.t ot -ereening the real ends of (bis systematic 
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only one side entered the war with the idea of plunder 
!)ut that also the other side, shouting about its high 
out not finly lo the ideals, in realty was assiduously pursuing a policy of 
annexations 'J'his was achieved through the publication 
of the secret treaties concluded by the Allies. The 
mask was torn olt the "war for liberation." The fai- 
ry talc about the disinterestedness of the bourgeoisie 
in the ■■more democratic countries" vanished, and the 
lepuFivc face of the imperialist monster, greedv, ra- 
pacious and cruel, appeared before the world in all 
il- ugliness. The international marauder rcceive<l 
.1 staggering blow, and one of the most dangerous 
w(MP' :i- they had been using was put out of action. 

I he publication of the ."^ecret docunients decisively 
dv -troxcd the last ties that bound revolutionary Rus- 
sia with tlie imperialists of the Allied Powers'. The 
Soviet Republic formed after the revolution of .\ov- 
einber 7, introduced a new type of foreign policy. The 
plots and intrigues of diplomats, their gambling with 
(he lives of nations, were abolished. .All the subse- 
(jueiit govcnituental measures of the young republic 
in the sphere of foreign jjolicy Iiave clearly empha- 
si/.e(i her alisohite sincerity, the purity of her methods, 
at the same bringing to light the falsity, ambiguity and 
greediness of the old diplomacy. The annulment of 
the Stale debts of Russia, the appeal of the Soviet of 
i'cople's t 'otntnisaries to the .governments of the beUig-. 
erent countries regarding the peace question, the 
Iiisiory of the peace negotiations with the Central 
Powers, and. linally, the attempt to end the war with- 
out assuming any obligations towards the Geniian 
robbers.- .all (his to a certain degree united the world 
ierm.iii-.\ustrian and .Allied — bourgeoisie against 
liie Soviet republic, w hich dared to violate the "sacred- 
nc--" of treaties and the half-decayed principles of 
mternaiu'iial relations. The Allied diplomats, like 
i'"n;in- Plate, washed their hands of Russia, and 
i.ui.ieii her over to be devoured by the German birds 
of jMxv. l.Uit they went further than this, and began, 
at lirsi secretly and later opetily. an invasion, which, 
.iccording to their [dans, was to finally cnish the 
Soviet Republic. 

\\ bile the foreign policy of the Soviet government 
.irr.iyed the bourgeoisie of all countries agiiinst the 
Ru-si,in W (M-kci-s' and Peasants" Republic, its titcnul 
j ohex made the Russian bourgeoisie tl.o most un- 
coniiu-onn-ing. though impotent, foe of the republic. 
\ id tb' le 1- little wonder in that: all the measures of 
'I'C S. IX let ( .oveniinent fr<ini the vcrv day following 
ilie revolution of Xox ember 7. have It'ccn directed tt»^ 
wanl.s (ho :.\propi laiion of oxinopriators ami towanis 
the re-building of the economic-social structure of the 
country along Socialist lines. Socialism, indeed, was 
the light-hou.se towards wdiich the Soviets, with rare 
eiUM g\ and the greatest self-secrifice have turned their 
e\es, .\Iong this difficult wav towards the light-house, 
^uch measures a-^ the transference of the land to the 
pco-.le, 'na(ionah';-a(ion of tinauces. socialization oi 
^onu of the industries and the establishment of a N\-orK- 
ei s" eontrol over others, were gigantic strides. 

The Russian bourgeoisie is impotciU to oppose Ihe'C 
Meivs towar.ls Socialism. Xeithcr the sabotage of the 
"itellectuals. nor the aid of the Oar's generals, nor 
the treachery of the pseuilo-Socialist gnnips ami 
elenuiKs have been of any avail. And neither will the 
b.ixoiieis of (he .\llied troops, avail. 
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^' uix months have passed since the revolution of 
xeinbor 7th took place. The evil ci-owin.g of the 
"f 'he Russian Soviet Republic has failed, it 
-M t,illcu. It lives and calls the whole world 

new life. 
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THE ciiaraclcr.s : ]Joyd-(.eorgc. ( W-incucvuu 
Sum, iMaupa.s.saiil s I'raiice, it.iiy, 
and Japan. Tlie others, th ' " ' 

yi! their feet, are a bit shak\ . 

]aP:\S (7valkinf/ around tli 



The Peace Conference inA<5ti<^ 
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''t ichu !: sit the 
<iilk}u,j makes a 
'jrsti, ulatDuj stia!i,,clv, and 
) ■ 



-.cluiria .shall be mine, 
-.-i. ■> ■ * 'iiiia diall be niinc. 
Slap-grab, slap-grab, 
Grab • 



S!; 



and spcah / 

culture! One- Cuii (....m,\ 
Far East.: slap-grab, and 
show you how to slap an. 
and ships, of sucli (luai;- : 
|je kept in your litile :-; 
Sun without a chance of l- 
a face! What nianncrs 



•cc she hi 
again yr, 



'^'jU ni his silk top-hat 
?litful! Such lack o^ 
cur.ic fn^n tin 
■ ^\ail, J 
, build ships 

'•'■y that vou will 
■^ndcr ihj Rising 
^ i .yc uiiig out. And what 
liable to become sick 
at the mere sight o! her. [Agaiu puis somcthinn into 
the stlk top-hat.) ^ ^ 

MAUi'.A.s.sAXTs Fkaxci-: {sits on the lap of Clc^n- 
mccau, holding a champagne decanter in her hand) : 
Do you recall the happy days 
And the magic of my lays'? 
My tiny shapely feet ' 
And milky hands for you to g!\.:t. 

Clemenceau: Gentlemen.members of the Confer 
ence Doyou not see how sad is my bcauiiful Iw-ance"- 
AiKidoyou not divme the reason"' h ijeruiM 
has not Alsace-Lorraine! Oh. ma ciiuv J-'rance vou 
<b really need Lorraine, .an<i you are veanm;, V 
AWce. How sad arc- your beautiful eves and" hov 
pa.e your face, and in your graceful form' a f<;rlv-vear 
oM dream :> abiding: Alsace! Lorraine I TruJ 'vou 
are unliapjr, and your soul mourns, for vour sr.fter- 
smJ'Zinc]^' t<-'rribLe, they are unlimited. { Pours 
■M.\uj'assa.\t's P'ranxk : 

Do you recall the happy days 
And the magic of my lays? 
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A Musical Comedy in One Act 

By Grisha Korichnevy 

% tiny .sliapely feet 
An<l milky hands for you to grcd. 

: ■ The legitimate desire 

"\ 'iiy nuniMcnal heart could not 
ju. n^n^"^' vvithgreatex^tj;:^ 



Kr: 

\V biuijit/mtsui. 



v-y imirSJive'^ VV^ ^ ^f' "^^^^^ ' is very, 

mdeed ' ' ^ouchedMouched very deeply 

Japan : 

Slap-grab: Manchuria shall be mine. 
S ap-grab : China shall be mine 
-•>lap-grab, grab-slap. 
Grab ! 

a present of V i l > ^^'^^^'l^-^' ^"^'l^ -^^m m.-.de me 
awav from L; f ""^^^ ^^'-^'-^ ^''^^ ^^^^^n it 

I Nvi'll cln b hi'- 1°'' "^^^^ to me. 

Irir i^ <i '""t^^^ """^ ^^'"''^^^'^ 1^^^ -^vcs out Her 

hat ,s so big that I could easily hide myself in it U 
^t^^^enoughforher^ Give me back ^^^'li^Ue^eap^ 

^oiMinJ '^^"^ "^'^J^' still on 

WI' "h , t'-''^^^ pretension... 

^i^'^i f '^'iv. taken away onlv vour little caj) 

.w/ ^ Milan u-itchva-/....,,,,,, 

clorh!? .■'^.^^■'^^'^■•^ .Tugo-Slavia. tear. ofT her 

I ' ■ Pandemrr. 

■ , ire attacked. 



Mefhisto (his head appearing throuuh the 
opened door, sings) : 

The whole of humanity 
A\'orships one idol. 
The idol of gold. 



half- 



Whilc th; . , 
J m happy, a/i<; 
In Satan';- , 
'Iht fighting increase.-, 
with excitement and fury. 
with a heavy step enters a 
small Spartacan by the hand.; 

Russian liicAK: Brrrr . . . Brrrr . 
Uncle Sam : What is the matter: 
Urrrr.'- Say something human. 

federative Soviet Republic! -'wmhj»c 
■ tn'rlii''''''-^?''- fellow, it is dangerous 

an island. There w^. may have a heart-to-heart talV 
Lnderstand this my deaP uncouth fellov^ y^jfa 
wild ammal, and we of the higher breed cai not ^ 
to you in a respectable place. Get m^^^ 

(Mepjiisto runs in. Approaches tlie b^ar bows and 
stands alongside of Jdm. The bear does nTnori« 
nnn. Both smg, in different tunes.) 

R^ -^siAX Bear (sings ) : Long live the Russian Soc- 
ialist hederative Republic of Soviets! 
Mei'Histo (sings) : 

The whole of humanity 
Worships one idol, 

The idol of gold. 
While this idol is master, 
I'm happy, and everyone dances 
In Satan's grand ball ! 
( The duet does not last long. Mephisto's bass grows 
^ ecd<er and fainter, lost in the bear's roaring. Satan 
ciiaiiges noiv and then to a ditu-- • . His 
hnal ehort is made in the dress 'xciian^e 
broker. Broker-Mephisto siuki. "faSo 
shnek ends his song. His hg.re. inti^crto ot con^ 
.:<lerabk. size, begins to shrink raindlv and finally 
■vanishes through the ink-w,dl. 
^ (The bear and the Spartacan begin to dance A 

^^odtho;.'"" " ^ ^"^^ "''^'^ ^ i<^"y 

(Thf strains of the International are heard behind 
tne scenes Tne merriment and d.mcing increase The 
curtain falls slowly.) 



Debs -and the Struggle Against Reaction 



toun has upheld the ten ^ ear sentence in^po.ed 

eland son^^'"'. '''' ^^^■'^'^ ^-^--v- 

-ith U K I h";7,^'f ■ '^Jr^ ^--><- oeen hailed 
^ few l^ ' ^' ^''^ pre.., though 

^i=e-fa; h l i '"--^ cavilled at 

^•"^ler wS '^^^^'-■•^■^y of the Ji.pionage .\cl, 

^^^nich l]i„n>and> ol men and uonu., are already 
• ^ ■ jva,s not dehmielv e..iabiished. Here and 

'•has beeii grudgiiigly in.scricd abom lJeb>- 
Y'-y^;''"} inn unfailingly ilje 
■ -'V- Lai, oi Uieir clas.v, or, to be 
■''•■•ii u,ii;..,y.s Uie-m. 'Jdiere is 
'^onlinna'iM;! .>{ the sentence 
' • imlijarv nece.siiy or nalional emen. 
' ^lie rno.M bra/.en editorial, hastily leave 
subject. 
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phase> ihe case s^au^^ alone. Debs!' bv" his' len.ri 
service, by Ins inielieciuai mte-niv. and above 
Ills hinitless love, holds an unujue ])osi;;.ri. He i. 
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cry i>{ ine child vorke 
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iitenced 
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\\ oiuan loilei- ie;i- iaui.;i,. 
fur womanhood; he ;uioJs ine maniculatc deman. 
Hie slave man lor leisure, and bread and honie 
inanhood; he v.,ices the crv of Immanilv for econtm-.- 
» t!;e soul of", he American 
>cr;alisi movement and the nispnation oi everv other 
con>a,,ns workm- ela>^ organi;.ation m the ciumirv 
■•ind his imprisonment is a gage Mung at the feet of 
t,.( \' -rkers. 

;>risf.nment of every member of our class is 

■ . -f^e (hill,-;- with pairici.m scorn in the i) itli of 
ilie •■lai.Dle but H i- lio! , i ,} .;, , 

v'rs have yet become sullici» nt!- \.\w.:U;l w , \i' •• 
ihi> light, a thous.md incid< i. ' 
lr(,ni the mam issut-. JJeij- 

'■i" Tlu ie can be but . : ,, . i, 

' >\(^r]xers. we nul.■^t ])iclv [ly uie im; 
^^M'l'd (,! ,UH- econ(;mie mi'd 



greatest triumph if he can inspire such solidarity 
lal)or ^vm have marched forward many steps. ' 

behind this act of the Supreme Court 
•tive pardon for Debs but Debs can 
■ irkers of America allow 
•e day behind Debs then 
-Monarchical England 
s oiily to release him in nine 
of the workers. Imperial Ger- 
four years and the workers 
;cs before the term was over, 
s vice:- itn years to Debs, what 

Ke!> sav .- 



The c o n s r i t u t i t .) p : d i 
the lav, , - 
cation 



the jjoint 
1 hurl it 



crisiv, ^ 



ard: 



enianci]).-!! :oi! 
'• II tin scene of In- 
ive flocked 
et his face 
. > faltered in 
ill' w.rld - <,i)i)ressed. 

^^'Ww^:: t<. .au.e iha, the 

" -'^ '"jpo.se(l and n> imposition is now 
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i '"^'f^^'ce (o the cause 
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U.a, miK broad as, 
• , ' li'r thou 



mm 



the iJebs' ca.,e <lif- 
and-. (,{ oilu'is (hroughout 
•><-fy conviction against a .Socialist, 1. 



hree score years and ten is man's allotted span. 
■ ^ - ! :.^ alreadv passed tluou-h sixty- four years of 
^'"'i >ne ,m!..s:.„„ „f j^,, ^.^^ 
'hai he who i<n es I reedoiu as it is given 
' > y<. love 11. shall .sp.nd his declining years in a 
• uiivu ; s eell unless the workers intervene. A gener il 
MriI.e . , he only reply to this latest act of i,ourgcoi ' 
Mil- sciuenee is a blow .struck in i!io class 
■ ■• , , 'l'< -pposmo side and it mu.st be replied to 
'•>,"';• ^I'^'t ,h. workers can make efTeciilc Jthc 

'" ^^•'J"^""^' power. A one dav 

:. I'u " ; ' ''^-^ '"i'HUe strike 

;^d! be s Hu-K-ni to show that .the workers moan bt.s- 
..u>s. he mamfeslation of class soiidaritv !- |! be 
cnon,:li to ensure su<cess ..j,, J> 



:I e uncoiistrtuiionaliiy of 
matter is that the appli- 
an act of aggression by 
. .e worki.ig class in the 
~ uesi ioved s )o.ke.«<m.i.i. IJourgeois domo- 
:u)n for uorki.j^ ebs; c<>n.sunipiion. The 

- -ipartial law. ih.< will of Vc.c |>eoples re|>rc- 
; v'^-"=- "\voked tn c.,ver a ho-.r-oos offeiu<;ivc in 

- ^ ' "-•gle. 1; v.as e> :\w ca.sc of .Mo^)aev. in 

aywco(.. the case of a rhousiad name- 
; m this ca=;e ir i-r.^t l>e dear to even the 
- > uci. Lebs :s inmished for hts love and 

|.nsoP«l cv«, the ,vo^, ,c„liiM, S te riS "hdr" 
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The workers im-.; 
-alvat'OM. !!ie Hr>t 
l";\\er lies OM^n thr.:;!.' 

tree Dobs and all his f^l!.^M 
'Hu in so acting 5 hov :h4^\ 0 t 
•ndustrial serfdom Th.> 1^1 — 
' >''bs is 10 lie in jstl for t ... 
chaMenue workers of ^ 
yon\ answer and 



"selves for tbeir om» 
ealijation of tAieir 
- I Xr.i only can they 
tiiroueiioisr the country 
> ft-eo 'homselves frotn 
ihroun : luigene \'. 
Take u'> ?h.» 
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Imperialism — the Final Stage of Capitalism 
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tlu' Spanish- \>,uM-ican War ( iS-,S. -'-i il)^ I"" 



W ar ( 

of llU' 

f rc'(]iKiul\' 
ism" in ci' 
liviiiiJ-. 



_ . noini-l-^ and polilii-al writer'' 
1 1 ,)| \\\c new Iia\e inore and more 
to ihe nM' of the w(.rd '•Impcriai- 
, eliaraeten/e the period in wlueh ue 



HOOJ there ajM^-ared in I. on. Ion and New ^ ork 
'enlilled hnfu'rinlisin hv the h,n-h>h eeon,,nuM 
Iol>^on. Startin- from a >oeial-reiornn'l an( 
,,„int of v:ew. e.^entiallv identieal to that held 
Karl Kaui.kv. Ih^l-M.n wrote a -^tron- an-l detailed 
jis of the inndamental trails, ceouomic and iiol- 
^of Imiieriahsm. 

1910 there appeared in \ ienna a book by. the 
lustrian Marxist Rudolf Uilferdin- entitled I'laanr-.-- 
-^apital. "Wbilc the anilior was mistaken in his vieu- 
lon the eurrenev iIumuv and made manv ell oris to re 
'^coneile Marxism ami opportunism. lh;> book eon- 
itains ibe most valuable analysis of •'the lalest step 111 
[the development of Capilalism."* as its sub-tille reads. 
[In reality the various artieles on Imperialism i)ub- 
Llished in'reeenl vears, and whatever was said on the 
[subject in the reVolutions of the Chemnitz and ^.a^el 
iSocialist C'on.^Tesses ( whieh were held in the fall of 
I1912. one a C'ongress of the Socialist I nleruationl. the 
lother a Cons'ress of the ( ierman Social-Democratic 
^nrty), were inspired by the uka^ in those two books. 
( We will endeavor to e.xiilain as Miiiply a.s possible 
|hc relations between the fundamental economic mani- 
_festations of Imperialism. Importani a< the exlra- 
feconomic side of the (|uesti()n may l)e, we ^llall iioi 
ienlarge upon it. 

I 

The Concentration of Iinlustry and Monopoly 

The gigantic growth of induMry ;md the remark- 
ably rapid process of centi ali/.alion of jiroduclion in 
constantly larger orgauizaiions. a.re the most striking 
characteristics of lmi)erialisni. W e tir.d com]>lete and 
detailed information on ilial i)henomenon in curren' 
industrial statistics. 

In Germany, for iiisiance. out of every thousand 
business -firms there were in three large tirms 

employing more than fifty employees, in iS(j5 there 
were six, and in 1907 there were nine. Those large 
firms employed, for the same years numioned. 
30% and 37% of the available labor. I'.ui the con- 
centration of jiroduclion proceeds more (piickK- than 
the concentration of lalior. bt'causf in large indusirial 
establishments labor is more efticient. This is proven 
by all the data we have on the subieci of steam engines 
and electric motors. 

If we bear in mind, also, iliat in (iernian statistics 
the word induT^lry is meant to include commerce and 
means of communication, we can draw the following 
picture: out of a total number of 3.jr.3.' ,j hrni< <c., 
588, or nj,' , (,f ihc firms, arr ki 
Out of a total of I4.400.c)fx) work.Ts 
employ 5,700,000, or 31;. 3'. < 'ui o 
H. P., they use Gf^oo^o^o m- 
electric kilowatts they u->e i,_-ih).(H); 

Less than V,„„ of the liniK usc 
available steam and electric jiowur 
small firms einploving from five men im. 
stituting 91', of ihr luial mimlier of indi 
commercial firms, use only , of all the 
electric power av.iilable. Thirtv thousand large firms 
employ almost ,-,11 the av,-,ilable suoplv of human and 
nicchamcal power, three million -uiall firms emi)lov 
only an insigniticanl amouiu of either. 

There were in ( lermam in 1 m;-, 3S1 . lav 
eni])loying uior, than to, ke-.-^ ' "| \ 
a total of i.-?So.fK>') workrrs 



coi-jxiratious. 
the l,ir-er lirms 
.'^ S ) ),(xi'.) s'eani 
i;i of I , ) 



oi- So 
o\er 
The 



' • of th.e 
3, 1 i)7,r,oo 
and eon- 
-tri;d ;nid 
team and 



•suit 



liruis 

llle^ rnij.loyr,! 

,, , . -Ini' isi , ,,ie lentil of 

all the av;ul.-il.le labor, an<l ainio-t on- tlurd exaeilv 
32' ; , of the av.-iilablc su-aiu and eUvtrie p.. Ae, ' ' 
Actual eaijit.-il and the bar.ks make ih.' pov^ .r of 
these few lar-e firms irresistible, .-uul tlu 
that millions of small, medium. si^ed. ami 
of tlu- lesser amon^ llu- lar-e firms, kecom. 
i-.mplnxcs ,,f f^.v. hundred nulh,.i 
lu another countrs'. tlie I 'nile.! ^ 
ilalism is extremely' de\eloi, ,1, the .<^^ 
eapit.-il is e\cn nu.re in.iik, ,i, i ,e m ■ 

ever. ein|)loy the uor.l mdu-irv -a, its' n.i 
kn;; 10 tlu 



the 

'•lii-.- Iin.-mcier 
^laies, wh.-re 



<,-ai> 
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row est s iise. 
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By N. Lenin 
Translated from the Russian by Andre Tridon 
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■jhis Ii,,(,k w.is winieii m Zurich in die 
\ In tlu- ri.niiui'iiis uiulei- v. l ieli I u .;., 
!\ li-r.!ir<l .-iiTcss lu the knncli .-iii-: l-.n'^l 



Milijut, .-nul mhIs vi 
■■n:e.;:-, 1 Consulted, li' 
u..:k (in the siihjcct. 
(li-,er\es c, ireful re.-nlin 
in nniid the hiint.i! iniis 
l-'iir that reason 1 w a^ 
to ;i tlieorelical. ee^'ii 'r 
veil my fn-qiu-nt referti 
ables and allusiuns wli 
writers to resort to, wh 



snriri^f oi i^i?- 
sv, rkni^s I li:.d 
Is!) luer.-iture on 
in the lvn-si:ni ian- 
.uipoi ■,;ini .'-'.iikdisli 
I iitrcnalt^iu, v,-liicli 



aniielled 
(fUl 1m 



ije,-;. but t" 
der the i-.'ir- 
e-. ■ duiionnry 
odiu-e "law- 



ly !h(-ir scope and size. \\<jt<- an 
gaged in similar or different for: 



iiiri 



It Is p,-iinful in these da\ s mi ireed„,ni lo re.m < 
ssa.ues of tins iinok in which the t!iMn,L;lit df 'he 
.■\ented me from inakin.n certain ilelmite sm 
:n enIari,Miiy upon certain iinporiain poiiUs. 
shed to say what Imperialism stood, fur on ihe 
ci;ilist revolution, when 1 wished 1.. say that 
itisin. that is lip-service to Socialism coupU-d wi 



dis; 



■:\\-' rship 
lunis or 
When I 
ve of the 
ocial-p:it- 
Iiatriotic 
desertion to 



llus sel 



ondit: 



passage 
without 



deeds, w,-is .-1 comi)lel(- 1 
the liiair^eois c;imp. .nui 
ment stood in certain re 
of imperialism.- 1 had 
sut^gestioiis, or to refer I 

articles 1 wr-t(- lutwecn 1014 and 1017. There is ; 
in panicnk-.r where, m order to led the re.-idcr, 
ruiiniiiL; foiil of the cui-or, wh.it -!;a;neless lies are spread 
by cainlalists and their .-I'hi s ih,- -> .cial-patriots (rather in- 
consistently ;iti.-icked 1<\ K.ul K .1! . -ky 1 . how shamelessly 
they [irr)tect the amu-xaii' as hr^auh: ;:liont by the capitalists 
of their own nationality, i had to l;o -o Japan for my illust- 
raii^ns. The careful reader will reaflily sulistnute Russia 
I'lr J;i,pan, and instead of Korea read kinl;uid. i^.!aIul. Cour- 
laiid, Ukraine. Kh.iva. I'.okh.ira. h'sthom.-i ;iial "ther territories 
inliahited hy pe. .|de who ;ire not (h-eat Russians. 

1 hope this hook will he of .-issistance to tlu- reader in study- 
in.!; the economic iirohlem wlhcl'. nnist iu- considered closely 
if (UK- wishes to uiulcrstand ri.ulr.ly the present war and 
' (intemporary politics: the prohkai of the ec onomic essence 
"f 1 mperi.-ilism, 

N. Ijnix. 

l\-tro,irtid. May (;. iqij. 
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:ker i>rolits than e.i 
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es 01 depres.,..., ,,. 

d in-.uhu-ts .1,,- n.. 

I .tw UKitei !,i!s " i ^ 1 

le\ iit.mu, .1 ( ivM Mian honi 

died conilun.n lous iu tiu' : 
' ih.u "uidepeudenl in;!' 
■ o| r,ie, m,nei i.i!-. .-on. 



"I'llii/u ton* 
me enormous '|uamities of , 
and coal, winch turn out enormous amounts of fin' 
-teel products and enijdoy tens of thousands of 'lj 
rers huddled in . rowd'-d workinj<meirs towns 
(Avii sometimes then- own railroad lines and tljej'r f 
seap(jits. are characteristic of the iron industr'^" 
f.crmany. And the concentration of industries j/ *" 
in'j on apace. Indivirhial cnierprises enlap^e const^ 

'^";re of them en' 
. - f>i indu.strv- com 

bine into gigantic corporation- ba<-ked or dircxted 
half a dozen large iierlin bank- 'fhe develoj^mem ^ 
the metallurgical industry m ' .errnany crmfirms M-fiai 
Marx once wrote about concentration' ^ >f course tl^ 
ajiplies to a country where industry is favorerl hy \rtQ. 
tcctive duties and si)ecial transportation rate<. The 
metallurgical industry of Germany is ripe for expro- 
priation." (4) ' ^ 

Such is the conclusion reached by a good bourgeiMs 
economist. We must notice that he places Germany 
in a class by herself owing to the advantages which 
in:. s, i! ;,, alhision- and industry derives in that country frotii high protective 
a r-i>rint ot the "illegal' rhities. Such protection may hasten the process of 
concentration and the organization of monopolistic 
groups, trusts, syndicates, etc. Dut it is interesting to 
note that in England, a free trade country, concen- 
tration also leads to monopoly, more slowly it is true, 
and in a different form. This is what Prof. Herman 
y.evy writes in a special treatise on "Monopolies. Cart- 
els and Trusts," dealing with the economic develop- 
ments in Great Britain : 

"In Great Britain, the growth of industrial enter- 
prises and their high technical level have a tendency 
lo create m,onopolies. The concentration of industries 
makes the centralization of industries reach enonnous 
sums : the result is that new corporations cannot be 
organized without a huge initial investment, and there- 
fore fewer and fewer are being organized. Also, and 
this is much more important, everv new emcq)ri.sc 
which wishes to compete with the giant corporation.-? 
created by industrial concentration must produce such 
an enormous (|uantity of goods that the sale profits 
will only be possible hv increasing unusually the <lc- 
mand for these goods; if the demand does not in- 
crease, prices drop to a level which is disastrous not 
only for the new concern but for all its allies." In 

enter- 
prises, cartels and trusts only begin to be org-anized in 
one given industr\- when the number of the main conv- 
l^eting enterprises is reduced to about "t-v.o dozen. 
In other countries, of course, protective tariffs niake 
the organization of trusts much easier. "The intlii- 
ence of concentration upon the birth of rnonopoiy 
in largo industries appears here with crystal-like clear- 
ness." (5) . 

Half a century ago, when ]\Iarx wrote Capital 
competition was' considered by the majority ^^.^"^ 
nomists as one of "nature's ' laws."" Official ^'^"'^."l^j^ 
attemptjtd throug'h a conspiracv ot silence to ki.^ 
Marx's book, which bv its theoretical and historKV.; 
analysis of Capitalism proved rh; r unp-^frained com- 
petition leads to industrial concciuration, and that 
concentration upon reaching a certain loini results nj 
monopoly. At present. moiK->poly is an cstabli-^ha^ 
fact. Economists are blacking mountains «'f tvi{H'' 
describing the varic^us forms assumed by inonopo5>- 
and they'kee]i shouting that Marx was wrong. 
facts remain facts. .\nd facts demonstrate that tnt 
diftercaicc we observe between various capitalist coun- 
tries, for instance between tho<o who have free ir»' i 
ami those who have protecti\c taritis, cause but 
signiticam variations in th- t'orm assume.l !\v m'i>"^^^ 
l>olies in those countries, and only sligbtlv hasten 
delay their apivarance; .md ih.it moiu^'^""'"-'- ''^'^^ 
the concentration of iiulustrx seem he tl'-c .ii>so..^.- 
ruU ill the present s!,;-e f" e.;pi:.dist iloveifM^mc'i'.. 

* hie c;in tell ui;I- iracv when ll'<' 

ci.il ciiange ir.nn : . tilive Capitalism 

the new C .iPit.ihism us ^ ; i..ce ;n l-'uroiw. It 
tbo dawn of the twentieth ccnturv. A rcveji! 
on th.e historx of Inom^polv states that "Ik- tore ">J 
year iS.h^ there were several isolated instnmvs 
monop(d\ in wh-eli is s.vn the embryo oi ihe_var.«^y 
forms of monopolv with which wo are now ''•'*"""^-,," 
inn the aciu.d hi.storv of the trusts iloos no\ 
until iv'^tM. The 
dates friMu tlu 
which took place h.t\\e<, 
Europe is concenK\: ilu 



total of 268,491, or i.i'^r ; j.ooo.ooo laborers out of a 
total of 6.610.000. or 30.5'^r : $9,000,000,000 worth 
of goods, out of a total ]n-oduciion of .$20,700,000,000 

43-"^/' - ( 2) 

Almost one-half of the entire production of all the 
iiuluslrial concerns of the I'uited States is in the hands 
of 1 9^ (d the tot.'il number of concerns. And those 
three thousand gigantic corporations control 258 dif- 
ferent branches <•{ industry. This shows clearlv that ^^^eat Britain, monopolistic unions of industnal_ 
industri.-il concent rat ion li:i\in-- rt-acb-.d a certain jihase ^ ■> . . i 1 ^- 1 ^ 

ot (U-\\loj)nienl !e;ids to abs(jUit(- mono]:>oly. l"or a 
few hrms can easily arrive at some understanding 
among themselves, ih,reb\ making competition ex- 
tremely difficult. 'Ibis i'-;insformalion of the com- 
petitive system is one of the most impcn-tant, if not 
the most inii)oriant ])hcnomenon in the -.volution of 
niodern Capitalism, and deserves very close study, 
i'ut tirsi of all we must remove a .source of possible 
misuiukrslanding. 

.■\ccording to .\meric;m <tatUn\-s, there are 3000 
giant cori)cM-:itions imeresiol m ..■5,'^; lu-anches of in- 
dustry. Tb;it might iiu.iu to s,u!,e le.iders that each 
branch of hiduslry is heing exidoi'..! bv 12 large con- 
cerns. Ibis would be ;i wrong inierpretation' of the 
statistical data. We do not find kirge corporations 
interested 111 ever\ branch of indiisti-v ; but one of the 
most imi^m-iam ciiaracteristies ,,1 C amt.-tlism, when 
C apit.-dism li,-is r,-;u-lu-d its highest lUgree of ilevel- 
"Pm-il. is a tendeiicx to combiti;itioo.. h'.v which is 
nu-aut that various forms of industry are placed under 
unified control. I .el tis t;ike. for e.xmnpk-. the trans- 
iorm;inon ol r;i\\ m:uerials, the smeltim,^ of ore. the 
manufacture of iron into si. el. ,0" steel' into various 
Imished products; ..r i-Ke ilu- mi!i./,>ii„u of w.tste pro- 
oncts or sub-produet:-. the production i.f packing mat- 
eriaK and so on. industries wiiu h ai\' 
one to the other. 

ombiuation," I lilferdm-; v\ rites 
'•ke various lluciuaMoMs ,,f Ma- marke 
Ike avera';e of p,-,;;",, .secoinlK 
r of l)Usi,u-ss trans, u-iioM,. Tlu 
aiumenl of techiiica! 1 



'I assistance 



coni]iensaies 
and therefore 
It reduees the 
1 hi-,-.;iy. it permits 
lion, whieh means 
^ mdeoeiuleiu con 
"o iiiou of the en- 
'ni^i tile indepen- 
st com]u-titiou in 
ihe pru-es of tin- 
■ I iImm the prices 



1 nisior\ 01 rne truMS iiuv> • 

le first organizatioti of lai-ge mono|>0'*^" 

10 world-whle co:rn:c:vial «lcpr<->>'''' 



"iiomisi \\ho 
-ir\ of ("iermanw 
'■ the hi-h 



nlnued iiiN 



s\ ndicaii 



\s Mr as 

... tHMl! t^^'t? 

. ,ie\ elo|MUo!U »»r 
uiiilcicd the <tri»o- 

the e.iMUaiisi or^.m:. .uioTi ;ica>nlu»^ 
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h' ckl^i^^' ^''^"'^W*^^^ and v/liich, b.-.rrinj/ 
1'^'^'^* ^oiiiDRTc;;!! ;.riivi(y jn tlic ,a,!y 
\rl)Vio^ .Hi-' i"i"^"''"y -"on- lull very sli(jrl ]k-, u,<\ 
'fnro-'^IHMiy HI alKvtc-.i (hose .^2 yc;u> of the 

;,,.non.iV h.Mo.y o) kurnp. 
.. \, Hi; liiiH' <jt ihe slioil revi\;il <;t ac tivil\ which 
■ ,11 /S,S'; iS-'/^ ihetriisl- (l<nov.-ii in ( iermany 

,,,,,]., look .iWvaiilaj^e of U'in|)(jrar\ eon(hl :< -ii- 
,0 I'l'ilar^v Ihiir -pU'^vc of .ic-lioii 'I'lu' resuh of ihat 
,ll.;ui\i-*'l in.r.e was a I'lse iii prices wliich was fiuickt r 
-iiii'l sir"'i!-"-'' " '^'^'^''''^ have hi-. II ollierwisc, and 

f t|i,.-e ! rusts Weill down ;n ignominious banU- 
,\i)oMh j- ii\c' \ears of bad business and low 
^Ve^ fi^ili'\ve(i. bill tlie traders only saw in that de- 
IrcsMtm a -on of ■i)ausc jjreceding a new period of 
roHK'riiy. 

"And then a second chapter was opened in the his- 
,yy ,){ ihe 1 rusts. Instead of ireing a passin? phe- 
jjujiionon. trusts show ihenisclvc.s one of the funda- 
iCiiial institutions in economic Hfe. They invade 
Jh>!(! of' industrial activity after anotlrer. in par- 
ticular the industries which utilize raw materials. As 
oarly as the bes:innin.y of the nineties, we notice the 
rgaiiization of the coke syndicate, on the model of 
' ich the coal syndicate was also organized, which 
s ihe last word in organization. The great revival 
of tiade at the end of the 19th century and the crisis 
1.03 were ihe work of the trusts, at least as far 
the iiiiin'n!:^ and iron industries were concerned. It 
fas quite an innovation in those days. In our days, 
wever, we realize that the largest part of our econ- 
nic life is. Lrenerally sneaking, no longer dominated 
free coniDetilion." (6) 

.'Kccordintdv , w e can divide the history of mono- 
polies into -three periods: i. — the period, extending 
from li^o to 1870. marking the ultimate point in the 
dr-v joDment of free competition, and durim^ which 
i-cririrl monopolies were onlv in the embryonic stage. 
-.Afte'- the crisi.': of 187.^. trusts bcean to develop 
idly, but even then thov wer-' exceptional pheno- 
rena. not established institutions p^. — During the 
revival of trade wli'di marked the end of the lofh 
f mmirv anrl the crisis of iQOO-ioo.^. trusts becajiie 
L_Hk- vcrv foundation of all economic life. Capitalism 
BHbben becan to transform itself into Imperialism. 
^^Hf Trusts ,'ieree amonor thenT^elves as to terms of sale. 
^^Hn'^^its. etc. Thev divide the country into territories 
^^Hnfh'n "« hose limits thev do not comr>ete amone rjv in- 
PPI^lvr's. Thev determine in advance the nuanii(:v of 
frnrxk to hp nroduced. Thev fix iirice.s. Tlv.v divide 
'11) die profits amone the variou^ c.ji-icerns lielon'^iu'.^ 
to die oro-aiiization. etc. 
In i8e>6 there were in Germany 250 trusts Ccartels"). 
in looc; thfre were .^8.S, comprising 12.000 con- 
(•(-rrs. (y) Ji„f ^y(> a]| i,-,-,Q,y t]iat those figures were 
f;ir below th" truth. Industrial statistics for the year 
'007 show that i2 (X)o lar?e German cornorations 
used over :^o^/r of all thp available steam and electric 
fower. In the United States, there Avere in IQOO a 



d.v dc all mdu.s(nal enterprises according „ 
■^er. hey are owned by individuals, firms or cor- 

riil ., ~ ''-'"e-fourih of all indust- 

Mi .ni. ,pn., . i„ J004 these corporations employed 
- Phbi; I f three-fourths of all the 

■ ''">ie Jabor. In ir;o4 the.se organizations [produced 
/XD.oao.ooo worth of good, and $16,300,000,000 
% and 79% of the 
'.-ites. 

' ' ' ^ 70% or 80V. of the 
^n\(n Hidustry. The Rhenish 
• udicaie iniH';.^ mined 86.7%. and 



sla- 
te 



"1 which is resi 

'o'a! produclion in 1 

'J'nisl. and cartv^ 
whole onlpul of 1,1:, 
^■^'eslpllalia,n < o; 




of Germauiy hav^e 



A! 



' '''"J ot all the coal mined in the rigion. 



. 'yo<-' li^tve LMgantie incomes and 

lien- caoa.eiiy {t,y i>rod.uction is fabulous. In the 
Lulled States the Standard Dil Co:, the well known 
!)etroleum trust, was organized in 1900. Its caoital 
^vas Si 50,000.000. Jt issued Sioo.ooo.ooo worth of 
common stock and Si 06,000.000 of prefered stock. 
Mockholders received the following dividends from 
1900 to 1907: 48. J.8, 45. 44. 36. 40. 40. 40 per cent.: 
or a total of S341.0c0.000 in dividends. From 1882 
to I007 the net '>rofils were S^>.coo.oo^) Out of this 
sum .S6o6.oo*).r: was pa.id oin m dividends, and the 
ance added ihc c;;r,i; 



'ala 



The Steel 



Trust, the Cniud Sia.ies .^ue! ( ■.)rporalion. emnloved 
m its various olan'v ,n 0,07 a.s manv as 210.180 labor- 
ers and clerics. The lart^st niinin'j concern in Ger- 
many, the Gelsenl-irchner P-crwerkgesellschaft. em- 
nloved. in 1908. 1.6.048 laborers and clerks. Co) In 
IC02 the SteH Trust turned out 9.000.000 tons of 
steel a vear. C 10^ In 1901. the trust produced 66.t,%. 
ruid roi'-: of .-.11 ti,,. .;,,.el produced in the 

' '1''; h'^ same years res- 

■ i the iron ore. 

All <>■■ '■■?\ re:^'ii" <.-, in'.;> made to the Ame- 
rican 'Tov iTni ni states that "the suner'ority of the 
in'v'< . . :• •' . •:- rnuT'et'tors is due to the huee size 
•^f tl their superior efficiency. From 

\ . . jf>; orcranization the Tobacco 

Trn.- ,,, , ■' ••-•'!•••-■ to rer.ilace manual 

lab(,r liv n • .audit r.nt for that 

""i-iKis.' rdl . . • ■.. ' r;-:-' everv detail of the 
tobacco industry, spendintf liuee amount? nf money 
on onri-basc-; Man\' natentcl orfjcesse^ss were 

''• • ■ ' 1 ;ind hr>d to be improved bv 

- eniolov. .At th ^^nd of 1008 
MS hnd been or-^'anized for the 
'iMvin'/ out '-■ntents. The trust also 
:■.'•ndr^■. nia.-hinerv plants snd rfinair 
-i ( -1;, < 1 ii -se <-st,-ibIishm'^iits. 'orated in RrrioV- 

(ni"ln\«; somi" "^f^n neonh' who devot*^ all thfir 
t'ni ' to t'-vinsf nnd imnroyin>'>' new nroces<;<^s for 
the mann.fr'cturf^ o<" eifa ri tt^s •=mal1 ciornrs. nluf^. t'U 
\"rpi-)f)ers. l>ov''< fu- ( T ''^ ''Other trusts retain in 
»hMr pmnlov '^n-called d<'\'dooin"- en'dn ■-'rs. whose 

duty 'S to dpvJc^ pf-w UtiIm''- o'" ; '-rKhu'M and to 

introclucp technicl iir:pro\ < nients. The .'-','•■■1 Trust 



offers lo its engineers and work 
for suggestions tending to per'' 
production or to cut down • 
tion." (13; 

The large industrial concerns 

adopted the same means to promote industriaJ 

;aicy, especially in t\\e chemical industry, whid) ba« 
developed so enormously in the ;.rast dnczde In that 
industry the cx>ncentration proct^js bar xyut 
in 1908 the formation of two leading ij 
in a -^^ay constituted a sort of mono . • .-st 

these two groups wer<. allied to two gro..^T o: iwo 
large plants each with a capital of some twenty mil- 
lion marks: on one side the former Meister works, 
in Choclist and Kassel and Frankfurt on the Ham', 
and on the other, the Alinine .ind Soda Works <rf 
Ludwigshafen and the former Baier Worics in Elber- 
feldt. In 1905 the first group, in 1908 the other group, 
concluded agreements wdth one more lar^, chemicai 
plant. The capitalization of each of the tw^. grouos 
rose to forty or fifty million marks, after which the 
tv/o groups began to hold conferences, to discuss pr^x 
fixing. In June 1916 a gigantic trust united in one 
oro-anization all the chemical enterprises of Germany, 

Thus competition is replaced by monot.>oly. We 
observe a .eiant process of socialization of all the in- 
dustries. It is principally the technical side and the 
improvements in m.ethods which are aff-ected by that 
process. 

We are very far from the old system of free com- 
petition between scattered traders, knowing nothing 
about each other, and producing merchandise for an 
uncertain market. Concentration has gone so" far 
that it now enables us to take an almost accurate in- 
vf.ntorv of all the sources of raw material, for inst- 
ance of all the iron ore fields, not only in one country 
but in -croups of countries, even in the whole world. 
.And not only are such re.sources fully inventoried. 
bi:t thv v ar put under one single control by giant 
iro' 1,1 '■ .combinations. 

appraised, too. and divided up among 
t^l •■ nbinations. The monotxilies- secure the 

besi .,1 . :ad labor, the best train^ engineers, they 
purchase mciin': of communication and transportation, 
railroads in' the ""'nited States, steamship lines in 
Europe and the United States. Capitali.«:m. in its 
imperial'stic form, orsranizss a general socialized form 
of productioti. and actually dras^s capitalists, willv- 
n'-lv. ron.scionslv or unconsciously, into a new form 
of toi-i-l nrr.-t".r<'nn ^-.^-es them out of- a world of 
fr. m into a world of absolute 

-.1 becomes communistic, but 

n- ; ■'<-\\ .: ;■! . ate affair. Socialized means 
of n'-oduction rf.main the private property of a small 
Tii'mher of individuals. The general structure of a 
system of free coniperition remai?is standing, hut the 
dnniMiptioii of a few monopolv holders noon rhe rest 
of the community becomes a huTidred times heavier, 
a hundred times more obvious, more unbearable. 
(To he continued) 



Along the Descent to Disaster 



^ ill'. Xalional K.vecutive Committee of our party 
hardly had lime to develop its opportunistic 
P'p.s!"ain of sending flelegates to the conference of 
iraitors at llerne. The rolling of the thunder of pro- 
' >sts m (;ur i>ariy at ihe actions of our "leaders," who 
with tile treasonable "1 nternationar' Confer- 
ive drawn our entire movement into the mire, 
sounding. Th ese very same leaders are pro- 
us a new unrlertaking which in its essence is 
oiJportunisiic, ;ind as liarmful to the cause of 
»i:try Mar-xisni j.i this country as the sending 
il«-s- to the conference of Social-Traitors, who 
iting around the lackey — ^imperialists in 
ive cjiiii- I'ies. 

of ihe .\nieri< an national int< r-party con- 
ion May I. which i- being called by the Na- 
I'^xeculivi- ( oiiiniittee of our party. On what 
p)tnid does Ihi. roininillee tiiink it is' instified in 
IsMnvc^nur party iiKue alon- ■the downward de- 

W;■,^ ihe main niofive in c:illing the .•inference 
raisin^ (,f puldie opinim 111 this country against 
' 1- our party intendin.n at this coiifer- 
'o ":.i'. all the .American pndetanal - i f the lasl 
' ■ t!":- ihni wli\' lia- < ur parly in the per- 
-'di i^ failed t<; liiid a uioif stnkinLi slogan 
U' lilion" [,)]■ .\!iiiiest\- ' ive\ohili'inary 
iie IMC -( 111 historical ejjoeh are miiiinj^ tiie 
'I' lanat and ilu- pr.;K lariat of all Tairope. 
l'j:'aii- hut ciiiotv sound- to our '•.Marx- 



h.'i; 



i:id are ihey 
our r^pijorlu 



iit(,d f(;r oui proht; 
bv iIk ir naivi iu ss, i 
1- of public opiniMii 
i^nlii ;M'oi-u .Mid <\i 
( iieniic of I he 1 e\ 



;iit lime to 
noon th.e 
,luv Mill 
;lnl ii Miai V 

' ' '" 1 .!.<. the riidil way' What inrleed <lo ()ur 
v.ant 1»> do at this inler-party conference? To 
volorlcss. ihiii resolutions? "Xo," tlU-y will sav 
'< ..hitions will be revohii iouarv ll 
' • p lo the present imie we i;a\i tailed to 



By Alexander Stoklitzky 

notice the ability of (jur leaders to set out levolutionary 
slogans and demands. I'Xeii if we should suppose for 
a inomciil that our . .pportu.ni-tic elements will manage 
to formulate ••-oniething"" ri'seinbhng revolutionary 
ideas at the eon fei cnce. we still have t<i de[..end upon 
the rev.ili',tion;ir\ spirit oi the small bourt;eois, i)acifislic 
and p-.'ii' tic ' elements called to this conference. 
'\\;>uw'^- CouiK-ils, .\on-Partisan League and otlier 
siinnhar • rL',a.ni/;ti i' -n- of the lilxM'al l)ourge(jisie. which 
are counter r'. volniirjiiary in ihe full sense the word, 
i.s ilu' .\ineric;ni hedrrati' .u of L;ibor invited by our 
K-aders to this <-on fei eu.. lor the i.ni po-e of support- 
••rrvolntion.ir;. " s:(..-.ins? ll is l.iu-iiable. and 

painful ! , , 1 

I'.ui let us sujiijose that this conference, convoked 
upon the initiative (jf the National Executive Com- 
niiiiee of oui p;iitv, will squeeze out from this op- 
p,M-iunisiic ini.Muie several clumsy "revolutionary" re- 
Mduiions. Thou what' What good will these resol- 
lions do? VVill the imperialistic bourgeois of this 
country Liet scared of these high souu.ling words? 
VVill tluv L-et -care.l of public opinion? Abs^urd ! lie 
vho livi- .lurinL'. tiu ;aeseiit epoch, who ponders over 
(1, xiiuaiioii. who from the experience of the Rus- 
si iii and German revolutions has karned something 
uiil .say with confidence, that we have passed the 
epoch of words and resolutions, lonjj aifo. and that 
flieonly tiiint' \o which the imperialistic bourgeoisie is 
listenini- is the revolutionary mass elTorts of the 
proletariat! 

We know lint "11 r oupurtuni.^ts will s;rab tliese last 
;,,,,,|^ 11., ' Ohis "Cringiu-r peity-bouroeois" 
(,„,p,,,., , "ass efTor* of the f)rolctariat. 

p,,, ^.,11 ill, , ;; . ee. which is leaninii- toward the 
inn.nromise of libe- ils and proletari;4t. be able to adont 
:i .<t brum into bein*" one of the methods of emanci- 
] ation -.f the iuteruatioual Revolutiou.irv Prolelnrijt. 
iIk- .■eiicra; polilii il st i ike.u iue!! :ii a- In-ic.il dyvcl 



opment. means the dictatorship of the proletariat? 

Ar*^ our oi)portunists ready for this move? Will 
lliey be abli 10 conu- from words to deeds? No' Of 
course not ' Tiu x will tell us that it is not time yet. 
our moveuK U still needs the compromise and the re- 
forms of the petty bourgeoisie. 

What can we expect from those who called this 
■•( riniiing petty-bourgeois" conference that is not of 
th.e opportunistic fluid? And all these emoty worth- 
less schemes, pushing our i>arty down the descent, are 
cMiacted in the epoch when the world war is beginning 
to be;'r its fruits 

Neither the compromises with the small bourgeois 
pacifist><. nor the moderate line in action with the 
counter-revolutionarv American Federation of Labor. 
» ill be able to satisfy the the demand of rhe moment, 
tt^e historical break of capitalist society. We, like the 
Russian Bolshev-'ki and the Re\o1utionar\' Marxists 
in other countries once f<->r all reiect the compromise'? 
with the petty houei^>i^ liberals and keep apart from 
the elements leading us to disaster. 

Neither the resolutions of the "Cnninng p^trv- 
b'Miroeois" conference, nor the expressions of goo<\ 
wishes of rJie Heefin? petty Ix^urgeois elefnenis will 
b" al)!e to .save our comrades fro»n the claws of re- 
actio'i. Thev will he .-^ayed onlv hy the revolutionary 
i»\'is'; effort of the proletariat We must throw away 
PMf only the opportuni.«;ts an<i the small bourgeoisie, 
who rr\- to cUu<^ to the jirolerarian movement and 
Poison it with its bankrupt idet)loF\'. but also we 
should ch'an our ranks from th.it "mire." which pushes 
our tvirty on the ro.id nf the Germ^m Scheidemanns, 
Russian Mensheviki and the Social-Patriots in 
» iber countries. 

Hefon' trvi»i<r to oass anv sloean on 10 the masses 
our \^u■tv nnxat oal! itt Fnwrgencv Partv Coiy 
voiitio.i in order to explain once for all it^. own pOwM- 
li.ui To debv this convention is to desert the Inter- 
1 .tti« nal Proletariat. 



Worker's Control in America 



S cvcrv largo t-ovwi oi W orkcrs' Deputies in 
" sia. ill the I-rictory-Shop .romnuttcc of every 
portant Ku?sia 

■ ) i:a^ worKea 

vied 



Rus- 
ini- 



U]) here 

However, the fact renia ns 
nical'erficieTicv of American 



crs contro 

Thi^ i-< 1> 
sfcciah'/'-'d ;i 
his httsinev- 
cularh- inie 



I !'_''l.!!!/o..Jc;'.Vri;uhi'^trial olant. there is usually 
some R.>.sia. u-no ha. worked' iy 
i< v>h'-il.lc '-ca;;- ^'i tlic Icno\vle(l,<re he has picked 
,r<=nii7.ed iiukistrial production. 

that in ?:iite of the tech- 
-vlu^trial workers — con- 
siderahlv -rra'^^r thnn that ni '^ttssian workers-work- 
.1 of industrv w>-:nld In- very chfticult here. 

the Anierican skilled worker is so 
Irivcn. that as a rule he only knows 
■(v: in til!.' niaciiiiu;. This is parti- 
cir ])Ianir. as the h'ord Factory in 
Detroit ^-h'^rc a man .croes on oi)eratin£? a stamping^- 
nress <ipin hours, dav after day. week after week, 
turnin? out a nioon-shao.?d Httln piece of metal whose 
nse he does not even know, and the relation of which 
to )he oth'^-- iranufactured parts is a mystery to him. 

He has, for example, no idea of the relation of his 
futict on i'^ 'hat of the axle-maker, the piston-rod de- 
partment I if there -'s such a department), the assenibl- 
vrtnicnt. .Xnd naturally he has no conception 
rious prcliminarv processes of production 
l-ii.c — th-^ rollin.sf-mills, the smelters, rail- 
road transportation, iron and coal mines. 

He knows nothing: of the cost of the article he is 
mannfactur'n??, nor the cost of the whole article of 
which it is a part. He hasn't the slightest idea of the 
v?lne of the plant he works in. the depreciation in 
vhi" of n-ipchinerv aiul htiildins^s. the amount of pro- 
mts p-inde hv thp owners, the canitalization of the 
hiici'n^cc. or r1ie ?mourt nf dividends paid out. If he 
riRc^-'-^nvc-Jons pt all. he knows he is beinq" robbed 
,nTid oxnlr-'tori on \he job: but he hasn't the slightest 
conrpn'ioti hoxv uiuch. If vou were to ask him how 
p-'uch his hb^r a'-tnallv nroduces. he couldn't tell you. 
H*^ rpn'ior c^lcnljito fair waee for himself. And 
vbon l-''' "OPS on strike for bitrher wafcs. lie does not 
ba<:e his dpni^nrls on i^'haf the business can pax him 
brt on 7chnf he f'rriis to li-r on — which is the wronq- 
wa^- to "^o about it. 

The firnnr'al aspect of the problem, however, is 
spcondarv Wh^t is immediately necessary is that 
ihe wori'f-r^ ir.-y:, fhr'r plarrs in the vast machine of 
indnsfv. T w^M cynlnin why. 

In the hiHMv-rnninlicated organization of modern 
American industr\-. a'; I have pointed out. the worker 
is in th° no^ition of a private soldier in an autocrat'c 
army: he filU a place, does what he is told to bv his 
sitnprior-: and rinps not reason whv. He has no acce=s 
to the offre where the books are hanrlled. He doesn't 
Vnow v'h^t orders com^ in. or the price paid for them 
When tho fno^orv is runninor full, he work^ overtime . 
when 1n-"= arc slack, or when, for some nol'tical rea- 
son the 1vjs> closes down the plant, be is simplv fired 
The bo.s tHls him th.at without a Jii-h tariff the facr- 
ory will close down— and so he votes the Republican 
ticket. ... 

Take i( a liirle ne^rcM- to him. Over him is a fore- 
man, almos^as i-norant as be is. whose interest it is 
to ke-i !h- workers speeded up: over the foreman a 
supenntpnclent. for tlic same purpose, who under- 
stands the relation of the difterent branches of his 
nnv,>nt. b,u ,iot v;.rv much about the relation of 
^ *'n-v departments. Over the 
'hi^ fa.-torv smu'rintcndent. 
■I''"'-, -.h.. i'n;KTM;mru rclatir>n f)f the 
^nartricni. ;o„n<. arot!.,;. Over tb^- bidiesl 
lent .he m-,na.,.. ,f 
stands the relation of the factorv 
d conipetnir: factories; and over 
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By John Reed 



leave the factory-although not for lon^^ The.s^^are 
primarily scientists ; the^ want to do the r 
Sf ^^-ork.rs' Control can giv th m th^^^^^ 
with the greater freedom whicn . , 

Lnwealth will afford tHem they will stick 

Meanwhile, what about V^^^^^^^^ .^^-ftitrol by 
ers' Control means literally what it . u ^ 
the workers. But in order to f "^^-^l J^,^^ > , ,^ 
plicated mechanism like a modern 
he workers must know what tt ^'.^^.J^' u ^ 
Delegates from each department will hax^ to HKct 
immediatelv and form a committee ^^'^^> , 
duction, with a full understanding of the relation ot 
their departments to each other . 

For instance, they must know the answers to ques- 
tions like these: . , , . 

How many meai are necessary in each department 
to carry on the present volume of production. 

How' many hours must each man work? ^ 

What are the essential functions of the factory. 
How much and what kind of raw materials are used . 

Where do they come from, and how are they trans- 
ported ? 

Which of the technically-trained men are necessary 
to production? 

What are the relations of the factory to the rail- 
roads, the mines? 

I merely suggest the first burning questions which 
arise in the minds of workers, whose first (and right) 
instinct is to keep their industry running. 

Of cours^' committees must he immediately elected 
to cooperate with the organizations of control in the 
n-iininjr and transportation fields, and to meet the re- 
nresentation men. to consider the problems of distri- 
bution of products. . . . 

At the pr.T'sent time the American Trade-Union 
system intensifies the workers' ignorance of the pro- 
cess of production, by dividing the different crafts into 
water-tight scparatp- compartments, whose most in- 
rhTiatp contact is when they squabble over "jurisdic- 
tion."' These craft unions scab on one another, fight 
one another, and all combine against the unorganized 
but essential dav-laborers at the bottom of the sca^. 

In an Industrial Union, the identitv of all crofts 
employed in one branch of industry "is emphasized. 
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Ho'vever, the Industrial Union, althrnr- 
necessary to the Industrial Common^" , t'^^ 
future, does not solve the immediate nroH 
the workers in each factory shall be ni? '■'^ C 
control of that factory and run it. ^ ^ ts^ 

When the departmental delegates me 
committee of Workers' Control, they m 
the available information al out their o'w 4 
aufl in addition, they must understand h^^**^ 
(le|>artmeIn^ ht in together in the general ^ 
in:,nufacturc. f-ur instance, the punch-pr^-^^ oi 
,11 mnicdiately vote to reduce their hourVf'^^'^ 
t,. li.ur, while the furnace men demand 



increase in 



wages, and the machinists insist 
change 



])tr 



al)olition of jMece-v/ork. Whatever 



in the factory must be based on the who'll ^ 
manufacture, and with a knowledge of the^^*^^ 
demands of other groups of workers in other"li ^ 
It can readily be seen that what we propor'^^-^"" 
thing less than to lay right now the broad i^d^t;'*' 
of the Industrial Commonwealth, in which th 

iaisnowruled.byadicu.o'SS 
determmed to get the fnlU^ 



wjll be ruled, as Ru; 
of the actual workers, 

duct of their labor, and to pay profits" to nobod;^" T 
is obvious that any organization with the avowed 
pose of seizing control of industry bv force wS 
be suppressed at. once. And we do not advocated 
formation of any such organization. It is unnecw- 
sary: for the Revolution will not come until the vast 
majority of the workii^g class in this countr>' is readv 
for -t— and until that time the seizure of separate 

factorie'; by the workers would be futile 

I?t'l tiicre is a -vay to pr.-paro for the dav when 
f abor i.-ikes over the factories. This is by organizing 
r/;--/.'/ no7c. in all factories, committees of worker 
comooscd of delegates from each shop, to make a de- 
tail study of the relations of one department to 
another. 

These committees must not only study the processe? 
of -.roducing the article they manufacture, but must 
also fmrl out how much it costs to produce each section 
of tl^e article, -and the completed whole: how much 
timj it takfs ; and the difterence between the cost 
pnce ( v/hich includes production of raw materials, 
traiisportation, labor, depreciation, and overhead 
charees ). and the ])rice at which the article sells. Only 
in tbis way can Labor arrive at an understanding of 
as rightful share — all it produces. 

< 'nr comrades .in the industries have in this know- 
led 'c the most formidable means of propaganda pos- 
sib!-". Xo worker who hears and understands how 
fc.'i'-t'tilly lie is robbed at his job ( figures which cannot 
be disnroven ) can remain outside the Left Wing of 
iIt" Labor Movement. And if. at the same time, the 
vriln,- of political action is explained to him, he must 
---b^ cannot avoid it — join the Socialist Part}' and 
affi'ip.ie himself witli ilie Left Wing. 

.^nicrican workers will not be m apt to make the 
mistake sometimes made by the Russian workers ir 
lb- first diys of the Revolution— the mistake of thmk- 
in.- t!iat tliey can run industrv withoitt technicalh- 
irai'HMl men. Llowever on the other hand, when 
liic\- do take control of industrv in America, they 
di<.-.n cr more tecb.nicallv-train'ed men 'here who are 
\^ •''•n- to work with ibeni than they did in -Russia. 
\!'-"-)dy in this coup.trv the livolv interest of engineers, 

pos- 
••■'•:ig. 

>,vell 
. Ssh 

•.illv 



ot^ rt,.ncy e.\])erts and'othcr scioiuiti.^ 
.^ib-Ulies of Workers' Control oi Iihi-- 
^•-vcr\- hcMiest industrial scientist km 
th-" the cai)italisi svsiom. u i:h il- : 
nrivate interests, its corruption. it< 
!"ics. binders tlic ilevclopment of soici 
obs.rncts production. 
. '-"nim time to time in Th, 
".'t^^'u! to nnlilis!) dctailcJ a!-..'- ~ - 
i"ican industries, -o <]^.av u- • 
?ratt il>ero is nndcr the oapita: - 
ie<s de^trnetion of life ami liappi 
^"vn<ril, and natnral riches— ami the 
'bi- can be eliminated under intelligo 
["o! dtiring the proletarian dictators! 
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nuist not make this 
(X-ialist Order wi 
of fact, 'imduco . : ^ .• .'tv: 
:[s commnm'si;cai:>- loih: ''S^,^ik 
min.innvii oi elt".^rt ^'^'^^ .''V''' ,nd 
''':' '-i'--'^nieiu .Mui new machinorv make possiMo- a 
V ■'■h a'! the resn'ts m the worker^ 
. i- not onI\- necessar\ ■ ' ' ' '^^'''^ 

die can-talist cla-^ 
".•'■'''^ ot the workers <onv - , 

t'-ame-work which will i:r.iu i:o tiio > ^ 

I|','btical comm.^nwoalth which is to rule .h'rn-^ ; • 
"I'^-'atorship of ihe proletariat, .md af!oru.i><i >' 
coed u. 



